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Reading habits in the lives of children outside the
school are of great concern to educators and laymen. Of
great concern would be the availability of reading materials
in the home, and the influence that television viewing and
radio listening would have on not only the child's reading
habits but those of the entire family.
With proper guidance and the availability of ade
quate reading materials in the home, reading habits can be
formulated and strengthened that will add many enriching ex
periences for the child, which in turn will broaden his
reading achievement.
If children are to regard reading as an essential
part of the pattern of satisfactory living, they must learn
to use it as a method of solving their problems, of adding
the understanding and knowledge they need to attain desired
ends, and of increasing the enjoyment, depth, and signifi
cance of life itself. As Ruth Strang so adequately states:
1
A reader is not a person who can read;
a reader is a person who does read.1
In many instances more stress is placed on "how" to
read than on "what" to read and "why." This holds true not
only in many classrooms but in the home as well.
Reading habits, interests, activities and, conse
quently, reading abilities are greatly influenced by the at
titude of the home toward reading. Children are great imi
tators. When parents and other family members are seen
reading, the child will also join in, in leisure reading.
Tinker and McCullough have listed four factors which greatly
enhance the reading habits in the home.
1. Positive attitudes of parents toward reading.
2. Availability of books and magazines of a suitable
level of difficulty and relevant to the child's
interest.
3. Talk about books, magazine and newspaper stories
and articles in which the child is welcome, and
if necessary, urged to take part.
4. Storytelling and reading aloud of stories, poems,
and other good matter.2
If they are to be effective, activities of this kind
Ruth Strang, The Language Arts in the Elementary
School (Boston: D. C. Heath and Company, 1965), p. 257.
2
Miles A. Tinker and Constance M. McCullough, Teach
ing Elementary Reading (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts,
Inc., 1962), p. 278.
in the home must be spontaneous, rather than something
staged in an effort to snare the child into reading.
Radio listening and television viewing may or may
not lessen the amount of reading done in the home. This
would depend upon the types of programs the family engages
in, and the amount of time spent in these types of leisure
time activities. Even though radio and television are cur
rent means of family recreation, studies have shown a con
stant increase in the number of books being sold and the
number that are being checked out from libraries.
Careful selection of radio and television programs
can do much in motivating the child to do further reading to
broaden his knowledge about what he has seen or heard.
Books, magazines, newspapers, radio and television
are the instruments of communication by which today's chil
dren live and learn to grow. For parents and educators, the
task is to see the place of each and all of them in the
children's lives and make the greatest use of them for the
children's benefit. Each has something unique to contribute,
and together they provide a dynamic symphony of today's
living.
Josette Frank, Your Child's Reading Today (Garden
City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1954), p. 294.
4
Parents should be alert to all that goes on in their
children's world, ready to offer a book that further ex
plains a motion picture, or to direct attention to a tele
vision or radio program that amplifies a book just read.
One experience leads to another, and each enriches the whole.
Books are still the backbone of our accumulated
knowledge and culture. They will remain so, fed and moti
vated by the world of mass media.
Evolution of the Problem
The writer, having worked with sixth and seventh
grade pupils for some time, had become more concerned with
the reading habits in the homes of these pupils. It had
been noted that many of these pupils had displayed evidence
that they had enriching reading experiences in the home,
while others, even though they had multiple reading mate
rials in the home, were not encouraged to use them.
The writer felt that many families provided adequate
reading materials in the home without providing an adequate
atmosphere for sharing and enjoying them. Parents set the
stage for the formulation of the reading habits in the home.
They should be so concerned about the child's reading
achievement, that they will not hesitate to engage in
leisure time reading experiences with the child which could
enhance his achievement in school.
Contribution to Educational Knowledge
It has well been documented that many children of
the same intelligence and environment have varying achieve
ment levels. It is hoped that the results of this study
will yield important and useful information concerning the
reading habits in the home that have direct bearing on the
reading achievement of the child. Through this information,
certain insights may be gained by educators which would
exert significant influence on provisions for free reading
in the school setting.
Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study was twofold: (1) to deter
mine if the patterns of reading, television viewing and
radio listening were the same or different among families
of developmental, corrective, and remedial readers; and (2)
to determine if the patterns of reading, television viewing
and radio listening were the same or different among the
pupils who were developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.
Purposes of the Study
The general purpose of this study was to investigate
one aspect of socio-environmental influence on the achieve
ment or non-achievement in reading of a selected group of
sixth and seventh grade pupils. Primarily, the investiga
tion was concerned with the availability, habitual use, and
selection of reading materials, television and radio pro
grams in the homes of pupils of average ability, but who
achieved in reading at varying levels of competence. Fur
ther, the study proposed to investigate relative similarity
of reading, television viewing and radio listening choices
and habits of developmental, corrective and remedial readers
to those existing in the immediate home environment.
More specifically, the purposes of this study were:
1. To determine the availability and/or ownership
of the following media in the homes of develop
mental, corrective and remedial readers:
a. Newspapers, magazines and books.
b. Radios and television sets.
2. To determine the time spent in the homes of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers by
the pupils, adults in the home and by older
siblings with printed and non-printed media,
specifically:
a. Newspapers, magazines and books.
b. Listening to radio and televiewing.
3. To determine reading materials chosen in the
homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers by the pupils, adults in the home and by
older siblings.
4. To determine the types of television and radio
programs viewed and listened to in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial readers
by the pupils, adults in the home and by older
siblings.
Limitations of the Study
The limitations of this study were as follows:
1. The number of subjects were limited to 231, lo
cated in one local school community.
2. The socio-economic status of the families ranged
from lower to middle class which would possibly
affect the resulting data of this study.
3. The families selected were of pupils who had in
telligence quotients of ninety and above.
4. The community in which this study was done is
primarily a residential community, which would
possibly have a bearing on the availability of
printed media in some of the homes.
Definition of Terms
Significant terms used in this study are defined as
follows:
1. "Developmental reader" - refers to a pupil read
ing at his reading expectancy and above accord
ing to his mental ability as computed by the
Bond and Tinker expectancy formula.-1-
2. "Corrective reader" - refers to a pupil reading
from one year and four months below his reading
expectancy to his reading expectancy as computed
Guy L. Bond and Miles A. Tinker, Reading Difficul
ties (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1957), p. 79,
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by Bond and Tinker.1
3. "Remedial reader" - refers to a pupil reading
one and one-half years and below his reading ex
pectancy as computed by Bond and Tinker.2
4. "Availability" - refers to reading materials
that are accessible or are easily attainable.
Locale and Period of Study
This study was conducted in the community of an
Atlanta public elementary school during the summer of 1968.
Research Method and Procedure
The Descriptive-Survey Method was employed in con
ducting this study. A questionnaire-interview technique,
designed according to the purposes of this study, was used
to collect data for this study.
The following procedural steps constituted the
basic design of this study:
1. Permission from the necessary authorities was
obtained to conduct this study.
2. A review and presentation of related literature
pertinent to this study was made.
3. A questionnaire was formulated and validated.
To validate the questionnaire, it was administer
ed to fifty-four pupils and adults who were
2Ibid.
representative of the subjects used in this
study. The questionnaire was administered as an
interview in the homes of forty-seven families
out of the sixty-two used in this study. The re
maining fifteen families were sent questionnaires
by mail. Accompanying the questionnaires was a
letter explaining the purpose of the study. A
stamped envelope for the return of the executed
questionnaires was included. There was 100 per
cent return of questionnaires.
4. The data obtained through the questionnaire were
assembled into appropriate tables and treated as
indicated by the purposes of the study.
5. The findings, conclusions, implications and re
commendations stemming from the analysis and in
terpretation of the data were incorporated in
the final thesis copy.
Description of Subjects
This study involved sixty-two families of a selected
group of sixth and seventh grade pupils. The pupils select
ed had intelligence quotients of ninety and above. This
group was further divided into three groups; developmental,
corrective and remedial readers. Among the families there
were sixty-two sixth and seventh grade pupils, one hundred
and seven adults in the home and sixty-two older siblings,
giving a total of 231 subjects.
Description of Materials
Data for this research were gathered from the fol
lowing selected sources:
10
1. Cumulative records were used to obtain the in
telligence quotients and reading achievement
scores of the pupils in order to ascertain their
reading status.
2. A questionnaire was designed in order to secure
the needed data as indicated by the purposes of
the study.
Survey of Related Literature
A survey of related literature was made in order to
explore the findings of educators and investigators perti
nent to this area of research. In developing this survey
of related literature, the writer attempted to focus atten
tion on the following three major areas of concern:
1. Environmental influence on reading achievement.
2. Studies related to leisure time activities in
the home.
3. Some research designs employed to attain environ
mental influences which relate to the develop
ment of abilities.
Environmental influence on reading
achievement
The reading process is undoubtedly based on socio
logical roots. Social factors such as education, cultural
interests, income level, family stability, and vocational
adjustment all affect the child's purposes and uses of the
reading process. These factors determine the quality and
quantity of reading materials available as well as the
11
reading habits of the family and community, thus, in turn,
influencing the reading behaviors of the child.1
Della-Piana, Stahmann and Allen, reviewed recent re
search which dealt with parents and reading achievement.
These investigators found that the studies on environmental
influence have identified specific characteristics as deter
miners of the home environment's influence upon educational
achievement:
1. Achievement Press - parents' aspirations for the
child and for themselves.
2. Language Models - quality of parents' language
and the standards they expect in the child's
language.
3. Academic Guidance - availability and quality of
educational guidance in the home.
4. Activeness of Family - extent and content of
family activities.
5. Intellectuality in the Home - nature and quality
of toys, opportunity for thinking in daily ac
tivities .
6. Family Work Habits - degree of work routine in
home management.
Robert C. Ziller, in a report on the social
George D. Spache, Reading in the Elementary School
(Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1964), p. 16.
2
Gabriel Della-Piana, Robert F. Stahmann, and John
E. Allen, "Parents and Reading Achievement: A Review of Re
search, " Elementary English. XLV, No. 2 (February, 1968),
193-194.
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psychology of reading, states:
The process of learning to read is, from the outset, a
social process. Usually the child has observed others
in his social environment picking up, holding, and peer
ing at a printed page. As is the child's wont, he will
attempt to duplicate the adult behavior. Thus, the
foundation of the reading process is imitation, a social
process.
To support his belief, Ziller reviewed other studies
in this area and found they concluded that the parents of
the more successful readers provided a better model for suc
cess in reading; that is, the parents of successful readers
were more frequent users of books and were fond of words.
The family that expects a child to do his best, but
not achieve the impossible, is likely to be the family of
an achiever. Studies have found that the inferior reader
was often an overprotected and overindulged child.3
Parents can create an environment that will rein
force the desire to read, by being readers themselves, by
reading to the child, and by giving him a time and place
and materials for uninterrupted reading. Appreciation of
the child's efforts to read goes far to encourage him in a
^•Robert C. Ziller, "The Social Psychology of Read
ing, " The Reading Teacher, XVII, No. 8 (May, 1964), 583.
2Ibid., p. 584.
3Tinker and McCullough, op_. cit., p. 362.
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difficult task. It is very important that the parents an
swer the child's inquiries about words.1
As an extension of Sheldon-Carillo's (1962) idea
that "as the number of books in the home increase, the per
centages of good readers increase while the percentages of
poor readers decrease," Joseph Napoli studied two distinct
groups of students to determine the relationship between
reading environment and class grouping.
Napoli concluded that the number of books in the
home might not always determine a good or poor reader, but
in this survey the honors students or good readers generally
had more books and reading materials at home and more em
phasis was placed on education in the home. All the results
seem to point out that the home environment greatly influ
ences the child's reading habits and ability.2
Robinson, Weintraub, and Hostetter did a summary of
investigations relating to reading that had been done from
July, 1963 through June, 1964.3 One of these studies had
Ibid., p. 375.
2
Joseph Napoli, "Environmental Factors and Reading
Ability," The Reading Teacher. XXI, No. 6 (March, 1968),
552-557.
Helen M. Robinson, Samuel Weintraub, and Carol A.
Hostetter, "Summary of Investigations Relating to Reading,
July 1, 1963 to June 30, 1964," The Reading Teacher (Febru
ary, 1965), 331.
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been done by Allen H. Barton, which dealt with the relation
ship of the social class of pupils and their reading grade
scores throughout the first six grades. Barton's survey
data were secured from 1200 teachers regarding average read
ing levels of their class, predominant income levels, and oc
cupations of parents. An analysis performed by classrooms
showed that reading grade levels below actual grade levels
occurred in an increasingly greater percentage throughout
the first six grades for classrooms comprised mainly of
working-class children, and the difference was even greater
for lower-skilled, lower-paid part of the working class.
Mean percentages of classes reading one or more years below
actual grade level were: upper class 3 per cent, middle
class 6 per cent, upper working class 10 per cent, and
lower working class 33 per cent. Conversely, reading ad
vancement was characteristic of the great majority of class
rooms comprised of upper-class children, from grade 1 on;
although it does not rise as one progresses through the
grades. Mean percentages of classes reportedly reading one
or more years above actual grade level were: upper class
66 per cent, middle class 41 per cent, upper working class
27 per cent, and lower working class 10 per cent. The
author concluded, "the most important single factor in
15
progress in reading in school is socio-economic class."
Smith and Dechant found that Sheldon's and Carillo's
study of advanced, average, and retarded readers indicates
that the retarded readers generally: (1) come from families
of lower socio-economic status, (2) come from large fami
lies, (3) tend to be among the later children rather than
among the first children, (4) have fewer books available,
(5) have parents who left school sooner than the parents of
2
advanced readers, and (6) tend to dislike school.
Hill and Giammatteo did a study on socio-economic
status and its relationship to school achievement in the
elementary school. The results of their study strengthen
the accumulative evidence that socio-economic status af
fects school achievement. Children from lower socio-eco
nomic areas do not by third grade overcome this cultural
deficiency. It seems evident all scholastic achievement
areas are affected by socio-economic factors.
1Ibid., p. 356.
2
Henry P. Smith and Emerald V. Dechant, Psychology
in Teaching Reading (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1961), p. 274.
Edwin H. Hill and Michael C. Giammatteo, "Socio-
Economic Status and Its Relationship to School Achievement
in the Elementary School," Elementary English, XXXX, No. 3
(March, 1963), 265-270.
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Harris lists five important ways in which parents
can aid the child in his reading achievement. They are:
1. Attending to any health problems, getting any
special examinations that may be recommended,
and following through with treatment when in
dicated.
2. Showing more appreciation of the child's talents
and positive qualities, and helping to build his
morale.
3. Helping to build his experiential background, by
taking him on trips and visits to museums and
other places of interest, by including him in
family conversations about interesting topics,
and by encouraging him to watch some television
programs that have educational merit.
4. Taking him regularly to the public library, and
enlisting the librarian's help in finding books
that he is likely to be able to read and enjoy
reading.
5. Showing real pleasure at any indications from
the teacher, or from their own observations, that
his reading is really improving.^
Studies related to leisure time
activities in the home
With the advent of radio, movies, and television,
teachers have become greatly concerned lest these media re
duce the amount that children will read. Almost univer
sally, however, studies have shown a constant increase in
the number of books that are being sold and the number that
Albert J. Harris, Effective Teaching of Reading
(New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1962), p. 327.
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are being checked out from libraries.
Studies have suggested that excessive viewing gen
erally is associated with lower achievement. Earlier
studies showed that children generally read less when tele
vision becomes available; more recently the amount of read
ing being done by children is increasing. It has been found
that sixth- and seventh-grade pupils who watched television
from 23 to 69% hours per week achieved significantly less
in arithmetic, reading, and total achievement than a matched
group of those who watched television from 0 to 10 hours per
week.
In an attempt not only to measure but also to eval
uate people's leisure time activities, Berelson, garnered
information from past surveys and official records to ap
proximate the average amount of time in a month that Ameri
can adults voluntarily spend in the presence of culture. He
defined culture as a man-made product that would "have to
be given serious attention as part of a liberal education in
a good college." By taking 15 per cent of public library
circulation figures and an estimate of literary book sale
totals, Berelson found that book reading consumed 17 per
Smith and Dechant, op_. cit., p. 274.
2Ibid., p. 99.
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cent of the time spent in all cultural activities. Commer
cial television was first, 22 per cent; reading of magazines,
rated for their amount of cultural content and then for
readership, was second with 20 per cent. Newspapers con
sumed only 3 per cent of time, primarily because of the
little space they devoted to the cultural; they followed
radio, records, live amateur performances, motion pictures,
and educational television. The only activities ranking
lower than newspapers were museums, concerts and theater.
Total cultural presence per adult averaged about four hours
each month, varying from about twelve hours for the college
graduate to four hours for high school graduates, to two
hours monthly for the 57 per cent of the adult population
who have not graduated from high school.
Cole, in a study of reading interests and habits of
high school students, found that students read materials
that were accessible to them; availability of magazines in
the home influenced the reading interests of the magazine
readers whose parents bought or subscribed to magazines;
and, the largest per cent of the readers of newspapers,
books, and magazines were students whose parents had either
Robinson, Weintraub, and Hostetter, op_. cit.,
p. 334.
19
a high school or above education.
Amos, did a comparison between the use of...mass
communication media and the scholastic standing of...senior
high school students. He concluded that the superior stu
dents used all media, with the possible exception of motion
pictures, more than or as much as the inferior students.
As far as the radio and television were concerned, the as
sumption that the inferior students used these media more
frequently was proved invalid. The assumption that the
superior students used the more educational material was
^ 2
correct.
"How do you spend your leisure time?" was one of
100 questions asked high school seniors in Kansas. Students
responded to thirty-two activities by indicating they par
ticipate more or less than the average person, or not at
all. A rank order showed radio listening at the top, fol
lowed by spectator sports and then informal discussions.
1Glossie J. Cole, "A Study of Reading Interests and
Habits of a Selected Group of High School Students at the
North Gulfport High School, Gulfport, Mississippi" (unpub
lished Master's thesis, School of Education, Atlanta Univer
sity, 1965), p. 71.
2
Preston E. Amos, "A Comparison Between the Use of
...Mass Communication Media and the Scholastic Standing of
...Senior High School Students at Washington High School,
Atlanta, Georgia" (unpublished Master's thesis, School of
Library Service, Atlanta University, 1952), p. 83.
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Magazine reading for pleasure ranked sixth, newspaper read
ing was tenth, and book reading for pleasure was eleventh.
Watching television ranked seventeenth. Correlation of this
rank order with that obtained from a similar survey in 1954
produced an over-all coefficient of .75. Radio listening
was first on both orders, but notable changes had occurred:
magazine reading had dropped four positions, newspaper read
ing had dropped six places, and television had risen from a
rank of thirty-two (to show the most change in rank).
Bouier, in her comparative study of the reading done
and the use of non-printed media of communication among high
school students, found: the radio, television and motion
pictures interfered with the students' reading by consuming
time that might otherwise be devoted to the reading of
printed materials; and, the newspaper readers, regardless
of the impact of radio, television and motion pictures, pre-
9
ferred reading the news.
Young's study of the communications behavior of a
Robinson, Weintraub, and Hostetter, op_. cit.,
p. 334.
2
Ida Bethea Bouier, "A Comparative Study of the
Reading Done and the Use of Non-Printed Media of Communica
tion of a Selected Number of Students Enrolled in Parker
High School, Birmingham, Alabama" (unpublished Master's
thesis, School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1955),
p. 67.
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selected group of adults yielded the following: (1) of the
printed media, newspapers were read the most, magazines
second and books third; and, (2) of audio-visual media,
television was first, radio was second and motion pictures
third. Young concluded that in a community where the
greater portion of its residents fall high on the education
al curve, there will naturally be a sizeable amount of au
dience reaction in all areas of the media of mass communica
tion.
Televiewing is indeed a part of American life. Few
children are reared today in homes in which sets are un
available.
It is of interest that the 1963 study showed an
average of seventeen hours per week in grade two, and twenty-
eight hours in grade six. In grades seven and eight, the
average was about eighteen hours. The high school pupils
have been found from year to year to average twelve to
fourteen hours each week.
It is probable that the average amount of reading by
children has actually increased a little since the advent of
Eddie M. Wilson Young, "The Communication Behavior
of a Selected Group of Adults Residing in Ponchartrain Park,
New Orleans, Louisiana" (unpublished Master's thesis, School
of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1962), p. 46.
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television. This is shown in the reports on books read as
well as on the amount of reading the pupils claim to have
done. Nevertheless, the small amount of time devoted to
reading—about one hour each day—stands out in sharp con
trast with the larger amount—three hours daily—given to
televiewing.
These investigators concluded that television con
sumes about twenty-one hours each week of children's time,
and radio takes an average of seven to eight hours each week.
Their reading is meager and consumes about one-third as much
time as television.
Some research designs employed to define
environmental influences which relate to
the development of abilities
Various means have been used in obtaining informa
tion concerning a person's environment.
Napoli, in his study on environmental factors and
reading ability used two groups of students. One group con
sisted of twenty students (eleven girls, nine boys) from an
eighth grade honors class, all above average students who
scored at least one year above grade placement in reading
1Paul A. Witty, Paul Kinsella, and Anne Coomer, "A
Summary of Yearly Studies of Televiewing—1949-1963," Ele
mentary English, XXXX, No. 6 (October, 1963), 590-97.
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ability. The other group (eleven boys, nine girls) con
sisted of twenty students from two regular eighth grade
English classes, mostly low achievers who fell below grade
level in reading. Most of these low regulars were in one or
more general classes for other academic subjects. About
ten of them attended the reading clinic within the school on
a regular basis. All subjects were from middle or upper
middle class families. A questionnaire was sent to the stu
dents and their parents in order to obtain the availability
and use of reading materials.
Amos used a sample which included every fifteenth
student in each grade chosen according to the alphabetical
position of his name on the homeroom roll. This gave him a
total of eighty-five students out of 1,286 senior high stu
dents. He used the interview to obtain his data of the use
o
of mass communication media.
To gather information on the communications behav
ior of adults, Young's random sample was selected from 910
dwellings. The adult residents of every third odd-numbered
dwelling were contacted for interviews. An interview sched
ule was constructed to ascertain the practices of the adult
1
2
"Napoli, op_. cit., p. 552.
i
Amos, op_. cit., p. 8.
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population of the community in regards to newspapers,maga
zines, books, motion pictures, radio and television. Inter
views were obtained by consulting one resident twenty-one
years of age or over.
General summary of related
literature
As a result of the writer's investigation of liter
ature related to this area of research, the following con
clusions appear to have relevancy:
1. The parents set an example for the child, not
only because the child is basically imitative
but because, as the child develops, he is apt to
view his father and mother as people whose ex
ample is worthy of emulation.
2. Certain work habits learned in the home, and
certain attitudes toward work and responsibility
contribute to success in reading in school.
3. The parents are a model, too, in the way they
obtain information and entertainment. If they
read books, magazines and newspapers with ap
parent enjoyment and with a desire occasionally
to share their findings in discussion or reading
aloud, the child knows that these are among the
rewards of growing up.
4. The reading behavior of the child is greatly in
fluenced by such factors as family income, cul
tural interests, education and family stability.
Such factors will determine the quantity and
quality of reading materials available as well
as the reading habits of the family.
Young, £p_. cit., p. 7.
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5. Parents should show appreciation of the child's
efforts and improvement in reading.
6. Careful selection of radio and television pro
grams can go far in motivating the child to do
additional reading that will give further in
sight into what he has heard or seen.
7. Many studies have revealed that despite the
amount of time spent in non-printed media, there
is an increase in the number of books being sold
and the number being checked out from libraries.
8. Some investigators have suggested that excessive
viewing generally is associated with lower achieve
ment.
9. The interview and questionnaire have probably
been used more than any other means to attain
environmental influences which relate to the de
velopment of abilities.
CHAPTER II
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
Introductory Statement
This chapter interprets data relevant to the problem
of determining if the patterns of reading, radio listening
and television viewing were the same or different among de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers and their fam
ilies. Accordingly, it presents an analysis of the avail
ability and/or ownership of printed and non-printed media;
time spent in audience of printed and non-printed media; and
preferences in printed and non-printed media.
The data for this research were secured from a spe
cifically designed questionnaire to obtain information rel
evant to the stated purposes. The questionnaire was design
ed to investigate eight basic categories: some socio-econom
ic characteristics of the family, newspapers, magazines,
books, use of the library, radio, television, and prefer
ences among media. These categories were formulated in
order to serve as a basis for the organization of the infor
mation needed for this study. Within each category, specific
26
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items were listed for each subject to check which would
determine ownership, availability, selection and extent in
which media were used.
The questionnaire was validated by administering it
to fifty-four pupils and adults who were representative of
the subjects used in this study.
The subjects in this study involved the families of
sixty-two sixth and seventh grade pupils. These families
were selected because one member was a sixth or seventh
grade pupil who had an intelligence quotient of ninety or
above. Based upon the pupils' intelligence quotients and
reading achievement grades, they were grouped into develop
mental, corrective and remedial readers. There were nine
teen developmental readers, twenty-eight corrective readers
and fifteen remedial readers. Developmental readers were
those pupils reading at or above their reading expectancy.
Corrective readers were those pupils reading from one year
and four months below their reading expectancy up to their
expectancy levels. Remedial readers were pupils reading
one and one-half years or more below their reading expec
tancy. Among the families there were sixty-two sixth and
seventh grade pupils, 107 adults and sixty-two older siblings
Bond and Tinker, op_. cit., p. 79,
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in the homes.
The families selected for this study were located
in one local elementary school community. The community is
primarily residential and is comprised of lower to middle
class families. The educational background of the families
used in this study ranged from some high school education to
graduate and professional school. The average income ranged
from 3000 to 5000 and above. There were no families used in
this study receiving aid from any community agencies.
The collection of data involved a six week period
during the summer of 1968. The writer interviewed forty-
seven of the sixty-two families, using the designed ques
tionnaire as the interview instrument. The interviews took
place within the homes of the forty-seven families, which
involved 183 of the 231 subjects. The remaining fifteen
families or forty-eight subjects were sent questionnaires by
mail. Accompanying the questionnaires was a letter explain
ing the purpose of the study.
The data collected were organized, analyzed, inter
preted, then summarized in terms of frequency and percent
age in appropriate tables. The data derived from the in
vestigation are presented in this chapter under the follow
ing main topics:
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1. Comparison of availability and/or ownership of
printed and non-printed media. The tables with
in this section will reveal availability and
sources of the newspapers and magazines; the
sources of obtaining books; and the reference
books found in the homes. There will also be
found tables showing the number of radios and
television sets in the homes.
2. Comparison of time spent in audience of printed
and non-printed media. This section will be de
voted to analyzing the time spent per day by the
subjects reading newspapers, magazines and books;
listening to the radio, and viewing television;
and the habitual use of the library.
3. Comparison of preferences in printed and non-
printed media. Here the writer will show by
means of frequency and percentage, the sections
read most frequently in newspapers; the types of
magazines and books most frequently read; and
the types of radio and television programs lis
tened to and viewed most frequently.
Comparison of Availability and/or Ownership of
Printed and Non-Printed Media Among Families
of Developmental, Corrective and
Remedial Readers
Research has shown that the reading process is in
part based on sociological foundations. Social factors such
as education, cultural interests, income level, family sta
bility, and vocational adjustment all affect the child's
purposes for reading, and uses of reading materials. These
same factors may determine the quantity and quality of read
ing materials available, as well as the reading habits of
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the family.
Investigators have found that good readers generally-
had more books and reading materials at home and more empha-
2
sis was placed on education in the home.
This section of the investigation compares, by means
of frequency and percentage, the availability and/or owner
ship of newspapers, magazines, books, radios and television
sets among the families of developmental, corrective and
remedial readers. This section will only show the avail
ability and/or ownership of printed and non-printed media
in the homes.
Printed Media
This section will reveal by means of frequency and
percentage, the availability of newspapers, magazines and
books in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.
Comparison of availability and sources
used in obtaining newspapers in the
homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers
Table 1 reveals that all families involved in this
Spache, op_. cit., p. 16.
2
Napoli, op_. cit., p. 552.
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study made available one or more newspapers in the home. A
percentage comparison of the number of newspapers secured,
and sources used in securing them, by the families made pos
sible a three-way analysis of family possession of this me
dium, therefore, indicating the availability of newspapers
in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.
TABLE 1
AVAILABILITY OF NEWSPAPERS IN HOMES OF



















































Table 1 further reveals that the families of all de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers involved in
this study subscribed to at least one daily newspaper. This
implies that all families were aware of the need of this
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medium to be available to all members of the family. In
addition to subscriptions, many families purchased addition
al newspapers which implies that some families had a greater
concern in providing a wider variety of reading in this me
dium to members of the family.
In the homes of the developmental readers, Table 1
shows that 2 or 11 per cent of the families had one daily
newspaper in the home; 9 or 47 per cent had two newspapers
in the home; and 8 or 42 per cent had three or more news
papers available in the home.
In the homes of corrective readers, Table 1 shows
that 5 or 18 per cent of the families had one daily news
paper; 12 or 43 per cent had two newspapers; and for 11 or
39 per cent, three or more newspapers were available.
Further, Table 1 shows that a smaller percentage of
the families of remedial readers availed themselves of only
one newspaper, while a larger percentage of families of both
developmental and corrective pupils had two or more news
papers available. Data show that in families of remedial
readers, 3 or 20 per cent of the families had only one news
paper available in the home, but that 8 or 53 per cent of
these families regularly made available two newspapers.
Only 4 or 27 per cent of them made 3 or more newspapers
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available.
It appears that families of readers classified as
remedial compare favorably with, even surpassing percentage
wise, families of readers classified as developmental or
corrective insofar as provisions for one or two newspapers
are made. On the other hand, a smaller percentage of fami
lies of remedial pupils provide three or more newspapers
than do families of corrective and developmental readers.
Comparing the sources used in obtaining newspapers
in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial read
ers, Table 1 shows that in all of the homes at least one
newspaper was secured by subscription. In addition to sub
scriptions 13 or 67 per cent of families of developmental
readers purchased newspapers as compared to 10 or 36 per
cent of families of corrective readers, and 5 or 33 per
cent of families of remedial readers. It appears that a
larger percentage of families of developmental readers saw
the need for additional newspapers through individual pur
chases than those of corrective and remedial readers.
Summary of availability and sources used in obtain
ing newspapers in the homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers.—In all the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial pupils involved in this study,
34
newspapers were available. All families subscribed to at
least one daily newspaper. A larger percentage of families
of developmental readers purchased additional newspapers
than families of corrective and remedial readers. A larger
percentage of families of remedial readers provided two
newspapers primarily by subscriptions. Only 33 per cent of
them made separate purchases. A larger percentage of fami
lies of developmental readers provided three or more news
papers in the homes than families of corrective and remedial
readers. There were no homes where newspapers were not
available.
Comparison of availability of and
sources used in obtaining magazines
in the homes of developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers
Table 2 indicates that all families involved in this
study made available magazines in the home. This suggests
that all families were aware of the need of this medium be
ing available for reading purposes in the home. Table 2
also indicates that in addition to subscriptions, many fam
ilies secured additional magazines by other sources, which
implies that many families were concerned with providing a
variety of reading in this medium to all members of the fam
ily. The writer made a percentage comparison of the
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availability and sources used in obtaining this medium in
the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial readers
TABLE 2



































Table 2 reveals that all families of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers secured some magazines by
subscription. Eight or 42 per cent of the families of de
velopmental readers purchased additional magazines as com
pared to 18 or 65 per cent of families of corrective read
ers, and 11 or 73 per cent of families of remedial readers.
Four or 21 per cent of families of developmental readers
borrowed magazines as compared to 5 or 18 per cent of fami
lies of corrective readers, and 3 or 20 per cent of families
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of remedial readers. It appears that while all families
made magazines available in the homes, a larger percentage
of families of remedial readers purchased additional maga
zines. The smallest percentage of families in each group
borrowed magazines.
Summary of availability and sources used to obtain
magazines in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers.—Magazines were made available in all de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers involved in
this study. All families secured some magazines by sub
scriptions. In addition to subscriptions, a larger percent
age of families of remedial readers purchased additional
magazines than families of developmental and corrective
readers. A small percentage of each group borrowed maga
zines from friends. More families of developmental readers
borrowed magazines than those of corrective and remedial
readers. There were no homes where magazines were not
available.
Comparison of availability and sources
used to obtain books in the homes of
developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers
Table 3 reveals that all families of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers involved in this study made
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available books to their members. This implies that all
families in this study saw the need of this medium to be
available to all members of the family. Various sources
were used in obtaining books in these homes. This implies
that many families took advantage of all available sources
in supplying this medium in the home, and were concerned in
providing a wide selection of books in the home. A percent
age comparison was made of various sources used in securing
books among these families.
TABLE 3




















































Table 3 indicates that books were available in all
homes of developmental, corrective and remedial readers.
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Nine or 47 per cent of families of developmental readers
secured books from book dubs as compared to 8 or 29 per
cent of families of corrective readers, and 4 or 27 per
cent of families of remedial readers. There were some mem
bers of all families of developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers securing books by separate purchases. Thirteen
or 68 per cent of families of developmental readers secured
books from the public library as compared to 15 or 54 per
cent of families of corrective readers, and 8 or 53 per cent
of families of remedial readers. Because some member or
members of all families were attending school, books were
secured from the school library in all homes of development
al, corrective and remedial readers. Ten or 53 per cent of
families of developmental readers borrowed books from
friends as compared to 4 or 14 per cent of families of cor
rective readers, and 5 or 33 per cent of families of reme
dial readers. It appears that books were made available in
all homes of developmental, corrective and remedial readers.
A larger percentage of families of developmental readers
made use of all available sources to obtain books in the
home.
Summary of availability of and sources used to ob-
tain books in the homes of developmental, corrective and
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remedial readers.—In all sixty-two homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers involved in this study, books
were available. Some families in each group used all avail
able sources to obtain books in the home. A larger percent
age of families of developmental readers secured books from
book clubs than families of corrective and remedial readers.
All families made separate purchases, and used the school
library. A larger percentage of families of developmental
readers borrowed books than families of corrective and re
medial readers.
Comparison of reference books in the
homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers
Table 4 reveals that many families of all categories
of readers possessed a variety of reference books in the
home. This implies an interest in the home in providing
basic reference materials to aid members of the family in
gaining a greater insight and understanding as they engage
in the use of communication media.
Some reference books were provided by all families
of developmental, corrective and remedial readers, as noted
in Table 4. Seventeen or 87 per cent of families of de
velopmental readers owned encyclopedias as compared to 21 or
75 per cent of families of corrective readers, and 9 or 60
per cent of families of remedial readers; 19 or 100 per cent;
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of families of developmental readers possessed dictionaries
as compared to 23 or 82 per cent of families of corrective
readers, and 11 or 73 per cent of families of remedial read
ers; 12 or 63 per cent families of developmental readers
owned the world almanac as compared to 18 or 64 per cent of
families of corrective readers, and 6 or 40 per cent of fam
ilies of remedial readers; 7 or 37 per cent of families of
developmental readers possessed yearbooks as compared to 9
or 32 per cent of families of corrective readers, and 3 or
20 per cent of families of remedial readers; 13 or 68 per
cent of families of developmental readers possessed world
atlases as compared to 11 or 39 per cent of families of cor
rective readers, and 4 or 27 per cent of families of reme
dial readers; and all families involved in this study owned
the Bible. It appears that a larger percentage of families
of developmental readers provided more reference books in
the home than those of corrective and remedial readers.
Summary of ownership of reference books in the homes
of developmental, corrective and remedial readers.—As pre
viously stated, all sixty-two families involved in this
study possessed some reference books in the home. A larger
percentage of families of developmental readers had more
reference books available in the home than those of
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corrective and remedial readers. All families possessed the
Bible.
Non-Printed Media
This section will reveal, by means of frequency and
percentage, the availability and/or ownership of radios and
television sets in the homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers.
Comparison of ownership of radios in
the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers
Table 5 reveals that all families of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers involved in this study pos
sessed one or more radios. This implies that an interest
prevailed among the families in making this medium available
in the home. It also implies that the families were aware
of the need of this medium in the home as an important fac
tor in communication.
Table 5 shows that 4 or 21 per cent of families of
developmental readers owned one radio as compared to 5 or
18 per cent of families of corrective readers, and 2 or 14
per cent of families of remedial readers; 3 or 16 per cent
of families of developmental readers owned two radios as
compared to 8 or 29 per cent of families of corrective
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readers, and 5 or 33 per cent of families of remedial read
ers; and 12 or 63 per cent of families of developmental
readers owned three or more radios as compared to 15 or 53
per cent of families of corrective readers, and 8 or'53 per
cent of families of remedial readers. It appears that the
largest percentage of families in each group owned three or
more radios. A larger percentage of families of develop
mental readers owned three or more radios than families of
corrective and remedial readers.
Summary of ownership of radios in the homes of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers.—The families
of all developmental, corrective and remedial readers in
volved in this study owned at least one radio in the home.
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A larger percentage of families of developmental readers
owned three or more radios than those of corrective and re
medial readers.
Comparison of ownership of television
sets in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
Table 6 shows that all families of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers had at least one television
set in the home. This implies that the families involved
in this study saw the need for this medium to be available
to their members. A percentage comparison was made to show
the number of television sets in the homes of the develop
mental, corrective and remedial readers.
TABLE 6
THE NUMBER OF TELEVISION SETS IN THE HOMES
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Total 19 100 28 100 15 100
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Table 6 indicates that 4 or 21 per cent of families
of developmental readers owned one television set as com
pared to 8 or 29 per cent of families of corrective readers,
and 4 or 27 per cent of families of remedial readers; 5 or
26 per cent of families of developmental readers owned two
television sets as compared to 8 or 29 per cent of families
of corrective readers, and 9 or 60 per cent of families of
remedial readers; and 10 or 53 per cent of families of de
velopmental readers owned three or more television sets as
compared to 12 or 42 per cent of families of corrective
readers, and 2 or 13 per cent of families of remedial read
ers. It appeared that more families of developmental and
corrective readers owned three or more television sets than
did those of remedial readers. More families of remedial
readers owned two television sets than families of develop
mental and corrective readers.
Summary of ownership of television sets in the homes
of developmental, corrective and remedial readers.—As noted
initially, all sixty-two families involved in this study
possessed at least one television set. There was a larger
percentage of families of remedial readers with two tele
vision sets than those of developmental and corrective
readers. A larger percentage of families of developmental
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readers owned three or more television sets than those of
corrective and remedial readers.
In the homes of all families involved in this study
there was a variety of printed and non-printed media avail
able. There were no homes without newspapers, magazines,
books, radios and televisions being available to the mem
bers of the family.
Comparison of Time Spent Using Printed and
Non-Printed Media Among the Members of
the Families of Developmental,
Corrective and Remedial
Readers
Studies have indicated that excessive use of non-
printed media is associated with lower achievement. Earlier
investigators found that children generally read less when
television becomes available; more recently, studies have
shown that the amount of reading being done by children is
increasing.
It has been found that when the educational and oc
cupational levels of adults are of high standards, there
will be a greater amount of time spent in audience in all
2
areas of media of communication.
Smith and Dechant, op_. cit., p. 98.
2
Young, op_. cit., p. 46.
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In this section the writer compared by means of
frequency and percentage, the amount of time spent per day
reading newspapers, magazines and books, and listening to
radio and televiewing. The section further discusses the
habitual use of the library among the members of the fami
lies of developmental, corrective and remedial readers.
Printed Media
Tabular data within this section will reveal, by
means of frequency and percentage, a comparison of time
spent in audience of newspapers, magazines, books and the
habitual use of the library, by the adults, the pupils, and
the older siblings in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers.
Comparison of time spent per day reading
newspapers, magazines and books by the
adults in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
Tables 7, 8 and 9 indicate that all adults involved
in this study reported spending some time each day in read
ing the newspapers, magazines and books. This implied that
the adults were interested to some degree in these media.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by the adults in the homes of developmental readers.—
It may be noted from responses reported in Table 7 that
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TABLE 7
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY ADULTS IN
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Total 37 100 37 100 37 100
18 or 49 per cent of the adults in the homes of development
al readers spent less than an hour per day reading news
papers; 15 or 40 per cent of them spent one to three hours
reading newspapers; and 4 or 11 per cent of them spent three
or more hours per day reading newspapers. Sixteen or 43 per
cent of the adults in the homes of developmental readers
spent less than an hour per day reading magazines; 14 or 38
per cent of them spent one to three hours reading magazines;
and 7 or 19 per cent of them spent three or more hours read
ing magazines. Twenty-four or 65 per cent of the adults in
the homes of developmental readers spent less than an hour
per day reading books; 11 or 30 per cent of them spent one
to three hours reading books; and 2 or 05 per cent of them
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spent three or more hours reading books. It appeared that
all adults in the homes of developmental readers spent some
time each day reading newspapers, magazines and books. The
largest percentage of these adults spent less than an hour
in audience of printed media. Of those adults who spent one
to three hours reading, the largest percentage spent the
times reading newspapers. Of the adults who spent three or
more hours reading, the largest percentage spent the times
reading magazines.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by the adults in the homes of corrective readers.—
Table 8 indicated that 29 or 67 per cent of the adults in
the homes of corrective readers spent less than an hour
reading newspapers; 11 or 26 per cent of them spent one to
TABLE 8
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY ADULTS IN
THE HOMES OF CORRECTIVE READERS
Time
Less Than an Hour
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three hours reading newspapers; and 3 or 07 per cent of them
spent three or more hours reading newspapers. Twenty or 47
per cent of the adults in the homes of corrective readers
spent less than an hour reading magazines; 17 or 40 per cent
of them spent one to three hours reading magazines; and 6 or
13 per cent of them spent three or more hours reading maga
zines. Thirty-seven or 86 per cent of the adults in the
homes of corrective readers spent less than an hour reading
books; 6 or 14 per cent of them spent one to three hours
reading books; and there were none spending three or more
hours reading books. It appeared that all of these adults
spent some time each day in audience of printed media. The
largest percentage spent less than an hour reading news
papers, magazines and books. Of those spending one to three
hours reading, the largest percentage spent them reading
magazines. Those spending three or more hours reading, the
largest percentage spent them reading magazines.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by the adults in the homes of remedial readers.—
Table 9 revealed that 18 or 66 per cent of the adults in the
homes of remedial readers spent less than an hour reading
newspapers; 8 or 30 per cent of them spent one to three
hours reading newspapers; and 1 or 04 per cent of them spent
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TABLE 9
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY ADULTS IN
THE HOMES OF REMEDIAL READERS
Time
Less Than an Hour
One to Three Hours









































three or more hours reading newspapers. Seventeen or 63 per
cent of the adults in the homes of remedial readers spent
less than an hour reading magazines; 7 or 25 per cent of
them spent one to three hours reading magazines; and 3 or
12 per cent of them spent three or more hours reading maga
zines. Twenty-five or 93 per cent of the adults in the
homes of remedial readers spent less than an hour reading
books; 2 or 07 per cent of them spent one to three hours
reading books; and there were none spending three or more
hours reading books. It appeared that all adults in this
group spent some time each day reading newspapers, magazines
and books. The largest percentage of these adults spent
less than an hour reading.
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Summary of time spent per day reading newspapers,
magazines and books by adults in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers.—As previously stated, all
adults involved in this study spent some time each day read
ing newspapers, magazines and books. A larger percentage of
adults in the homes of corrective readers spent less than an
hour reading newspapers than did those in the homes of de
velopmental and remedial readers. A larger percentage of
those in the homes of developmental readers spent one or
more hours reading newspapers than did those in the homes of
corrective and remedial readers. A larger percentage of
those in the homes of remedial readers spent less than an
hour reading magazines and books than those in the homes of
developmental and corrective readers. The largest percent
age of adults spending one or more hours reading were those
in the homes of developmental readers.
Comparison of time spent per day reading
newspapers, magazines and books by pupils
who were developmental, corrective and
remedial readers
Responses reported in Tables 10, 11 and 12 revealed
that all pupils who were developmental, corrective and re
medial readers spent some time in audience of printed media.
This implies that an interest prevailed among these pupils
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in reading newspapers, magazines and books.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines
and books by pupils who were developmental readers.—It may
be noted in Table 10 that 17 or 89 per cent of the develop
mental readers spent less than an hour reading newspapers;
2 or 11 per cent of them spent one to three hours reading
newspapers; and there were none spending three or more hours
reading newspapers. Seven or 37 per cent of the develop
mental readers spent less than an hour reading magazines;
12 or 63 per cent of them spent one to three hours reading
magazines; and there were none spending three or more hours
reading magazines. Seven or 37 per cent of the development
al readers spent less than an hour reading books; 10 or
TABLE 10
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY PUPILS

















































52 per cent of them spent one to three hours reading books;
and 2 or 11 per cent of them spent three or more hours read
ing books. It appeared that all developmental readers spent
some time each day reading newspapers, magazines and books.
These pupils tend to spend less time reading newspapers, but
more time reading magazines and books. There were none of
them spending more than three hours reading newspapers and
magazines. Those spending more than one hour reading, were
reading magazines and books.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by pupils who were corrective readers.—Table 11 in
dicated that 26 or 93 per cent of the corrective readers
spent less than an hour reading newspapers; 2 or 07 per
cent of them spent one to three hours reading newspapers;
TABLE 11
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY PUPILS WHO
WERE CORRECTIVE READERS
Time
Less Than an Hour
One to Three Hours










































and there were none spending three or more hours reading
newspapers. Nineteen or 68 per cent of the corrective
readers spent less than an hour reading magazines; 9 or 32
per cent of them spent one to three hours reading magazines;
and there were none spending three or more hours reading
magazines. Eighteen or 64 per cent of the corrective read
ers spent less than an hour reading books; 8 or 29 per cent
of them spent one to three hours reading books; and 2 or 07
per cent of them spent three or more hours reading books.
It appeared that all corrective readers spent some time each
day in audience of printed media. More time was spent among
these pupils reading magazines and books than was spent with
newspapers. Very few of these pupils spent more than three
hours reading any of the printed media. Those pupils spend
ing more than an hour reading, were reading magazines and
books.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by pupils who were remedial readers.—Table 12 reveal
ed that all fifteen remedial readers involved in this study
spent less than an hour each day reading newspapers. Fur
ther, it was revealed that no pupil spent more than three
hours reading newspapers, magazines or books. Thirteen or
87 per cent of them spent less than an hour reading
56
TABLE 12
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY PUPILS WHO
WERE REMEDIAL READERS
Newspapers Magazines Books
Time Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent
Less Than an Hour 15 100 13 87 12 80
One to Three Hours 0 00 2 13 3 20
Three or More Hours 0 00 0 00 0 00
Total 15 100 15 100 15 100
magazines; and 2 or 13 per cent of them spent one to three
hours reading magazines. Twelve or 80 per cent of the re
medial readers spent less than an hour reading books, and
3 or 20 per cent of them spent one to three hours reading
books. It appeared that all remedial readers spent some
time each day reading newspapers, magazines and books. All
of them spent less than an hour reading newspapers. Only a
small percentage of them spent one or more hours reading
magazines and books.
Summary of time spent per day reading newspapers,
magazines and books by pupils who were developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers.—It has been previously noted
that all pupils involved in this study spent some time each
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day reading newspapers, magazines and books. More remedial
readers spent less time reading newspapers, magazines and
books than did the developmental and corrective readers.
More time was spent reading printed media by the develop
mental readers than by corrective and remedial readers.
Comparison of time spent per day reading
newspapers, magazines and books by older
siblings in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
Tables 13, 14 and 15 indicated that some time was
spent each day reading newspapers, magazines and books by
all older siblings in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers. This suggested that for various
reasons they saw the need or had a desire to spend some
time each day in audience of each of these media.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by older siblings in the homes of developmental read
ers.—Table 13 indicated that 14 or 61 per cent of older
siblings in the homes of developmental readers spent less
than an hour reading newspapers; 9 or 39 per cent of them
spent one to three hours reading newspapers; and there were
none spending three or more hours reading newspapers. Six
teen or 70 per cent of them spent less than an hour reading
magazines; 7 or 30 per cent of them spent one to three hours
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TABLE 13
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL READERS
Newspapers Magazines Books
Time Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent
Less Than an Hour 14 61 16 70 8 35
One to Three Hours 9 39 7 30 10 48
Three or More Hours 0 00 0 00 5 17
Total 23 100 23 100 23 100
reading magazines; and none spent three or more hours read
ing magazines. Eight or 35 per cent of the older siblings
in the homes of developmental readers spent less than an
hour reading books; 10 or 48 per cent of them spent one to
three hours reading books; and 5 or 17 per cent of them
spent three or more hours reading books. It appeared that
some time each day was spent by these older siblings read
ing newspapers, magazines and books. Less time was spent
reading newspapers and magazines. More time was spent read
ing books by older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by older siblings in the homes of corrective readers.—
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It may be noted in Table 14 that 19 or 86 per cent of the
older siblings in the homes of corrective readers spent less
than an hour reading newspapers; 3 or 14 per cent of them
spent one to three hours reading newspapers; and there were
none spending three or more hours reading newspapers. Seven
teen or 77 per cent of these older siblings spent less than
an hour reading magazines; 5 or 23 per cent of them spent
one to three hours reading magazines; and none spent three
or more hours reading magazines. Twelve or 55 per cent of
older siblings in the homes of corrective readers spent less
than an hour reading books; 7 or 32 per cent of them spent
one to three hours reading books; and 3 or 13 per cent of
TABLE 14
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OF CORRECTIVE READERS
Newspapers Magazines Books
Time Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent
Less Than an Hour 19 86 17 77 12 55
One to Three Hours
Three or More Hours
Total 22 100 22 100 22 100














that all of them spent some time in audience of newspapers,
magazines and books. The largest percentage of them spent
less than an hour reading printed media. Of those spending
more than an hour reading, the largest percentage spent the
time reading magazines and books.
Time spent per day reading newspapers, magazines and
books by older siblings in the homes of remedial readers.—
Table 15 indicated that 14 or 82 per cent of the older sib
lings in the homes of remedial readers spent less than an
TABLE 15
TIME SPENT PER DAY READING NEWSPAPERS,
MAGAZINES AND BOOKS BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OF REMEDIAL READERS
Newspapers Magazines Books
Time Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per
ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent
Less Than an Hour 14 82 13 76 11 65
One to Three Hours 3 18 4 24 4 24
Three or More Hours 0 00 0 00 2 11
Total 17 100 17 100 17 100
hour reading newspapers; 3 or 18 per cent of them spent one
to three hours reading newspapers; and there were none
spending three or more hours reading newspapers. Thirteen
or 76 per cent of these older siblings spent less than an
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hour reading magazines; 4 or 24 per cent of them spent one
to three hours reading magazines; none spent three or more
hours reading magazines. Eleven or 65 per cent of older
siblings in the homes of remedial readers spent less than
an hour reading books; 4 or 24 per cent of them spent one
to three hours reading books; and 2 or 11 per cent of them
spent three or more hours reading books. It appeared that
this group of older siblings spent some time each day read
ing newspapers, magazines and books. Less time was spent
reading newspapers, but more time was spent reading maga
zines and books. Of those reading one or more hours, more
time was spent reading books.
Summary of time spent reading newspapers, magazines
and books by older siblings in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers.—As previously noted, all
sixty-two older siblings employed in this study spent some
time each day in audience of printed media. Less time was
spent reading newspapers and magazines by older siblings in
the homes of corrective readers than those in the homes of
developmental and remedial readers. Older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers spent less time reading books than
those in the homes of developmental and corrective readers.
More time was spent per day reading newspapers, magazines
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and books by older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers than by those in the homes of corrective and reme
dial readers.
Comparison of library use by the adults
in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers
Table 16 reveals that many adults in these homes
made use of the library sometimes during the year. This
suggests that even though reading materials were available
in the homes, there were times when visiting the library
became necessary.
Table 16 indicates that there were no adults in the
homes of developmental, corrective and remedial readers
using the library weekly or often. Thirteen or 35 per cent
of adults in the homes of developmental readers used the
library monthly or fairly often as compared to 9 or 21 per
cent of adults in the homes of corrective readers, and 5 or
18 per cent of those in the homes of remedial readers;
11 or 30 per cent of adults in the homes of developmental
readers used the library once or twice per year or occasion
ally as compared to 7 or 16 per cent of adults in the homes
of corrective readers, and 4 or 15 per cent of those in the
homes of remedial readers; and 13 or 35 per cent of the
adults in the homes of developmental readers never used the
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TABLE 16
HABITUAL USE OF LIBRARY BY ADULTS IN























































library as compared to 27 or 63 per cent of adults in the
homes of corrective readers, and 18 or 67 per cent of those
in the homes of remedial readers. It appeared that a
larger percentage of adults in the homes of remedial read
ers never used the library than those in the homes of de
velopmental and corrective readers. A larger percentage of
adults in the homes of developmental readers used the
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library more frequently during the year than those in the
homes of corrective and remedial readers.
Summary of the habitual use of the library by the
adults in the homes of developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers.—Among the adults in the homes of development
al, corrective and remedial readers, a larger percentage of
those in the homes of developmental readers made use of the
library than those in the homes of corrective and remedial
readers. A greater percentage of adults in the homes of
remedial readers never used the library than those in the
homes of corrective and developmental readers. More adults
in the homes of developmental readers used the library more
frequently during the year than those in the homes of cor
rective and remedial readers.
Comparison of library use by older siblings
in the homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers
Table 17 indicates that most of the older siblings
in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers used the library sometimes during the year. There
was only a small percentage that never used the library.
This implies that there were many times during the year
that these older siblings had a need to use the library.
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TABLE 17
HABITUAL USE OF LIBRARY BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL, CORREC





















































Table 17 reveals that 13 or 57 per cent of older
siblings in the homes of developmental readers used the
library weekly or often as compared to 8 or 37 per cent of
older siblings in the homes of corrective readers, and 2 or
12 per cent of those in the homes of remedial readers; 9 or
39 per cent of older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers used the library monthly or fairly often as compared
to 6 or 27 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
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readers, and 6 or 35 per cent of those in the homes of re
medial readers; 1 or 04 per cent of the older siblings in
the homes of developmental readers used the library once or
twice a year or occasionally as compared to 5 or 23 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers, and 4 or
24 per cent of those in the homes of remedial readers; and
there were no older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers never using the library as compared to 3 or 13 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers, and 5 or
29 per cent of those in the homes of remedial readers.
Summary of the habitual use of the library by older
siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers♦—It has been noted that most of the older
siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers used the library to some degree during the
year. A greater percentage of older siblings in the homes
of remedial readers never used the library than those in
the homes of developmental and corrective readers. A larger
percentage of older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers used the library more frequently during the year
than those in the homes of corrective and remedial readers.
Comparison of library use by pupils
who were developmental, corrective
and remedial readers
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Table 18 indicates that many of the pupils involved
in this study made use of the library during the year. This
implies that in addition to the reading materials found in
the home, many of them saw the need for further information
found in the library.
TABLE 18























































Table 18 reveals that 11 or 58 per cent of the
pupils who were developmental readers used the library
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weekly or often as compared to 11 or 39 per cent of those
that were corrective readers, and 5 or 33 per cent of those
who were remedial readers; 5 or 26 per cent of the develop
mental readers used the library monthly or fairly often as
compared to 11 or 39 per cent of the corrective readers,
and 3 or 20 per cent of the remedial readers; 2 or 11 per
cent of the developmental readers used the library once or
twice per year or occasionally as compared to 3 or 11 per
cent of the corrective readers, and 3 or 20 per cent of the
remedial readers; and 1 or 05 per cent of the developmental
readers never used the library as compared to 3 or 11 per
cent of the corrective readers, and 4 or 27 per cent of the
remedial readers.
Summary of the habitual use of the library by pupils
who were developmental, corrective and remedial readers.—
As previously noted, there were many pupils who were devel
opmental, corrective and remedial readers making use of the
library during the year. A larger percentage of remedial
readers never used the library than developmental and cor
rective readers. There was a greater percentage of develop
mental readers using the library more frequently than cor
rective and remedial readers. The largest percentage in
each group frequently used the library.
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Non-Printed Media
Within this section there will be tabular data which
will reveal by means of frequency and percentage, a compar
ison of time spent per day listening to the radio and view
ing television by the adults, the pupils, and by older sib
lings in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.
Comparison of time spent per day viewing
television and listening to the radio by
the adults in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
Tables 19, 20 and 21 revealed that all adults in the
homes of developmental, corrective and remedial readers
spent some time each day viewing television and listening
to the radio. This implies that these adults saw the need
or had a desire to spend some time with these media.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by adults in the homes of developmental read
ers.—Table 19 indicated that 4 or 11 per cent of the adults
in the homes of developmental readers spent less than an
hour per day viewing television; 24 or 65 per cent of them
spent one to three hours viewing television; and 9 or 24 per
cent of them spent three or more hours viewing television.
Eight or 22 per cent of the adults in the homes of
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TABLE 19
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY ADULTS IN
THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL READERS
Time
Less Than an Hour
One to Three Hours























developmental readers spent less than an hour listening to
the radio; 23 or 62 per cent of them spent one to three
hours listening to the radio; and 6 or 16 per cent of them
spent three or more hours listening to the radio. It ap
peared that some time each day was spent by these adults
viewing television and listening to the radio. Less time
was spent listening to the radio, but more time was spent
viewing television.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by the adults in the homes of corrective read
ers.—Table 20 revealed that 7 or 16 per cent of the adults
in the homes of corrective readers spent less than an hour
per day viewing television; 28 or 65 per cent of them spent
one to three hours viewing television; and 8 or 19 per cent
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TABLE 20
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY ADULTS IN THE
HOMES OF CORRECTIVE READERS
Time Television Radio
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 7 16 11 26
One to Three Hours 28 65 27 63
Three or More Hours 8 19 5 11
Total 43 100 43 100
of them spent three or more hours per day viewing television.
Eleven or 26 per cent of the adults in the homes of correc
tive readers spent less than an hour per day listening to
the radio; 27 or 63 per cent of them spent one to three
hours listening to the radio; and 5 or 11 per cent of them
spent three or more hours listening to the radio. It ap
peared that all adults in this group spent some time view
ing television and listening to the radio. The largest per
centage of adults spent less time listening to the radio,
but spent more time viewing television.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by the adults in the homes of remedial read
ers.—Table 21 indicated that 2 or 07 per cent of the adults
in the homes of remedial readers spent less than an hour
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TABLE 21
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY ADULTS IN THE
HOMES OF REMEDIAL READERS
m. Television Radio
Time
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 2 07 6 22
One to Three Hours 18 67 12 44
Three or More Hours 7 26 9 34
Total 27 100 27 100
per day viewing television; 18 or 67 per cent of them spent
one to three hours viewing television; and 7 or 26 per cent
of them spent three or more hours viewing television. Six
or 22 per cent of the adults in the homes of remedial read
ers spent less than an hour listening to the radio; 12 or
44 per cent of them spent one to three hours listening to
the radio; 12 or 44 per cent of them spent one to three
hours listening to the radio; and 9 or 34 per cent of them
spent three or more hours listening to the radio. It ap
peared that these adults spent some time each day viewing
television and listening to the radio. Less time was spent
listening to the radio than viewing television. Of those
adults spending three or more hours with non-printed media,
the largest percentage spent them listening to the radio.
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Summary of time spent per day viewing television
and listening to the radio by adults in the homes of devel
opmental, corrective and remedial readers.—As previously-
stated, all 107 adults involved in this study spent some
time each day viewing television and listening to the radio.
More adults in the homes of corrective readers spent less
than an hour viewing television and listening to the radio
than those in the homes of developmental and remedial read
ers. More adults in the homes of corrective readers spent
one to three hours listening to the radio than those in the
homes of developmental and remedial readers. More adults
in the homes of remedial readers spent one to three hours
viewing television than those in the homes of developmental
and corrective readers. There were more adults in the
homes of remedial readers spending three or more hours per
day viewing television and listening to the radio than
there were in the homes of developmental and corrective
readers.
Comparison of time spent per day viewing
television and listening to the radio by
pupils who were developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers
Tables 22, 23 and 24 indicated that all developmen
tal, corrective and remedial readers involved in this study
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spent some time each day viewing television and listening to
the radio. This suggests that among these pupils there was
a desire to spend time with these media.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by the pupils who were developmental readers.—
Table 22 indicated that there were no developmental readers
spending less than an hour per day viewing television.
TABLE 22
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY PUPILS WHO
WERE DEVELOPMENTAL READERS
Television Radio
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 0 00 7 37
One to Three Hours 3 16 11 58
Three or More Hours 16 84 1 05
Total 19 100 19 100
Three or 16 per cent of them spent one to three hours view
ing television; and 16 or 84 per cent of them spent three
or more hours viewing television. Seven or 37 per cent of
the developmental readers spent less than an hour listening
to the radio; 11 or 58 per cent of them spent one to three
hours listening to the radio; and 1 or 05 per cent of them
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spent three or more hours listening to the radio. It ap
peared that some time was spent each day by developmental
readers viewing television and listening to the radio. Less
time was spent listening to the radio, but more time was
spent viewing television. The largest percentage of these
pupils spent three or more hours per day viewing television,
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by the pupils who were corrective readers.—
Table 23 revealed that no corrective readers spent less
than an hour viewing television. Five or 18 per cent of
TABLE 23
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY PUPILS WHO
WERE CORRECTIVE READERS
_. Television Radio
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 0 00 12 43
One to Three Hours 5 18 13 46
Three or More Hours 21 82 3 11
Total 28 100 28 100
them spent one to three hours viewing television; and 21 or
82 per cent of them spent three or more hours viewing tele
vision. Twelve or 43 per cent of the corrective readers
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spent less than an hour listening to the radio; 13 or 46
per cent of them spent one to three hours listening to the
radio; and 3 or 11 per cent of them spent three or more
hours listening to the radio. It appeared that all correc
tive readers spent some time each day viewing television
and listening to the radio. More corrective readers spent
less time listening to the radio, but more time viewing
television. The largest percentage of these readers spent
three or more hours viewing television.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by the pupils who were remedial readers.—
Table 24 indicated that there were no remedial readers spend
ing less than an hour per day viewing television. Two or
13 per cent of them spent one to three hours viewing tele
vision; and 13 or 87 per cent of them spent three or more
hours viewing television. Two or 13 per cent of the reme
dial readers spent less than an hour listening to the radio;
6 or 40 per cent of them spent one to three hours listening
to the radio; and 7 or 47 per cent of them spent three or
more hours listening to the radio. It appeared that all of
the remedial readers spent some time each day listening to
the radio and viewing television. More of them spent less
time listening to the radio, but more time viewing television.
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The largest percentage of these readers spent three or more
hours per day viewing television.
TABLE 24
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY PUPILS WHO
WERE REMEDIAL READERS
Television Radio
Less Than an Hour
One to Three Hours

















Total 15 100 15 100
Summary of time spent per day viewing television
and listening to the radio by pupils who were developmental,
corrective and remedial readers.—All sixty-two pupils in
volved in this study spent some time each day viewing tele
vision and listening to the radio. There were a few pupils
in each group spending less than an hour listening to the
radio, but none spending less than an hour viewing tele
vision. A larger percentage of developmental readers spent
one to three hours listening to the radio than did the cor
rective and remedial readers. A larger percentage of reme
dial readers spent three or more hours listening to the
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radio than did the developmental and corrective readers.
More corrective readers spent one to three hours viewing
television than the developmental and remedial readers.
More remedial readers spent three or more hours viewing
television and listening to the radio than the developmental
and corrective readers.
Witty, Kinsella, and Coomer in their summary of
yearly studies of televiewing, concluded that television
consumes about 21 hours each week of children's time, and
listening to the radio takes an average of seven to eight
hours each week. The children's reading consumes about one-
third as much time as television.
Comparison of time spent per day viewing
television and listening to the radio by
older siblings in the homes of develop
mental, corrective and remedial readers
Tables 25, 26 and 27 revealed that all older sib
lings in the homes of developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers spent some time each day viewing television
and listening to the radio. This implies that these older
siblings spent much of their leisure time with these media.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by older siblings in the homes of developmental
Witty, Kinsella, and Coomer, op_. cit., p. 596.
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readers.—Table 25 indicated that there were no older sib
lings in the homes of developmental readers spending less
than an hour viewing television. Ten or 44 per cent of
TABLE 25
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL READERS
Television Radio
Time
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 0 00 1 04
One to Three Hours 10 44 12 52
Three or More Hours 13 56 10 44
Total 23 100 23 100
them spent one to three hours televiewing; and 13 or 56 per
cent of them spent three or more hours televiewing. One or
04 per cent of older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers spent less than an hour listening to the radio; 12
or 52 per cent of them spent one to three hours listening
to the radio; and 10 or 44 per cent of them spent three or
more hours listening to the radio. It appeared that all
older siblings in this group spent some time each day tele
viewing and listening to the radio. More of them spent one
to three hours listening to the radio than viewing
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television. More older siblings in this group spent three
or more hours televiewing than listening to the radio.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by older siblings in the homes of corrective
readers.—Table 26 revealed that no older siblings in the
homes of corrective readers spent less than an hour viewing
television. Five or 23 per cent of them spent one to three
TABLE 26
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OP CORRECTIVE READERS
. Television Radio
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 0 00 4 18
One to Three Hours 5 23 11 50
Three or More Hours 17 77 7 32
Total 22 100 22 100
hours televiewing; and 17 or 77 per cent of them spent
three or more hours televiewing. Four or 18 per cent of
the older siblings in the homes of corrective readers spent
less than an hour listening to the radio; 11 or 50 per cent
of them spent one to three hours listening to the radio;
and 7 or 32 per cent of them spent three or more hours
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listening to the radio. It appeared that all older siblings
in the homes of corrective readers spent some time each day
televiewing and listening to the radio. Half of them spent
one to three hours listening to the radio. More of them
spent three or more hours viewing television than listening
to the radio. Less time was spent listening to the radio,
but more time was spent televiewing.
Time spent per day viewing television and listening
to the radio by older siblings in the homes of remedial
readers.—Table 27 indicated that all older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers spent some time each day teleview
ing and listening to the radio. There were none spending
TABLE 27
TIME SPENT PER DAY VIEWING TELEVISION AND
LISTENING TO THE RADIO BY OLDER SIBLINGS
IN THE HOMES OF REMEDIAL READERS
Television Radio
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
Less Than an Hour 0 00 3 18
One to Three Hours 3 18 5 29
Three or More Hours 14 82 9 53
Total 17 100 17 100
less than an hour viewing television. Three or 18 per cent
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of them spent one to three hours viewing television; and 14
or 82 per cent of them spent three or more hours viewing
television. Three or 18 per cent of the older siblings in
the homes of remedial readers spent less than an hour lis
tening to the radio; 5 or 29 per cent of them spent one to
three hours listening to the radio; and 9 or 53 per cent of
them spent three or more hours listening to the radio. It
appeared that all older siblings in this group spent some
time each day televiewing and listening to the radio. Less
time was spent listening to the radio, but more time was
spent viewing television. The largest percentage of these
older siblings spent three or more hours each day viewing
television.
Summary of time spent per day viewing television and
listening to the radio by older siblings in the homes of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers.—As previously
stated, all sixty-two older siblings in the homes of devel
opmental, corrective and remedial readers spent some time
each day televiewing and listening to the radio. There
were no older siblings in these homes spending less than an
hour viewing television. The largest percentage in each
group spent three or more hours viewing television. Less
time was spent listening to the radio by older siblings in
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the homes of corrective readers than by those in the homes
of developmental and remedial readers. More older siblings
in the homes of remedial readers spent more time teleview
ing and listening to the radio than did those in the homes
of developmental and corrective readers.
Comparison of Preferences in Printed and
Non-Printed Media Among the Members of
the Families of Developmental, Cor
rective and Remedial Readers
It has been found by investigators that the majori
ty of children prefer radio and television to printed ma
terials during their leisure time.
Many adults prefer newspapers as their choice among
2
the communication media.
This section of the investigation compares by means
of frequency and percentage, the preferences in printed and
non-printed media among the members of the families of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers.
Printed Media
Tabular data within this section will reveal, by
means of frequency and percentage, a comparison of
Robinson, Weintraub, and Hostetter, op_. cit., p. 334.
2
Young, op_. cit., p. 46.
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preferences in the sections of newspapers, and preferences
in the types of magazines and books, by the adults, the
pupils, and the older siblings in the homes of developmen
tal, corrective and remedial readers.
Comparison of sections of the newspapers
read most frequently by the adults in
the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers
Table 28 revealed that all 107 adults in the homes
of developmental, corrective and remedial readers read some
sections of the newspaper frequently. This implied that
certain sections of the newspaper were of interest to them
for various reasons.
TABLE 28
AN ANALYSIS OF SECTIONS OP NEWSPAPERS READ BY
ADULTS IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL,







































































































































































































































Total 37 100 43 100 27 100
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Table 28 revealed that, as the adults in the homes
of developmental and corrective readers, all adults in the
homes of remedial readers frequently read the news section
of the newspapers. Thirteen or 48 per cent of the adults
in the homes of remedial readers frequently read the edito
rial section as compared to 89 per cent of the adults in the
homes of developmental readers, and 79 per cent of the
adults in the homes of corrective readers.
Twenty-three or 84 per cent of the adults in the
homes of remedial readers frequently read the sports sec
tion as compared to 70 per cent of the adults in the homes
of developmental readers, and 37 per cent of the adults in
the homes of corrective readers. Nine or 33 per cent of
the adults in the homes of remedial readers frequently read
the comics as compared to 38 per cent of the adults in the
homes of developmental readers, and 49 per cent of the
adults in the homes of corrective readers.
Twelve or 44 per cent of the adults in the homes of
remedial readers frequently read the women's and society
pages as compared to 56 per cent of the adults in the homes
of developmental readers, and 67 per cent of the adults in
the homes of corrective readers. Twenty-one or 78 per cent
of the adults in the homes of remedial readers frequently
87
read the amusement section as compared to 41 per cent of
the adults in the homes of developmental readers, and 65 per
cent of the adults in the homes of corrective readers.
Fifteen or 56 per cent of the adults in the homes of
remedial readers frequently read the advertisements as com
pared to 56 per cent of the adults in the homes of develop
mental readers, and 81 per cent of the adults in the homes
of corrective readers. Twenty-two or 81 per cent of the
adults in the homes of remedial readers frequently read the
classified ads as compared to 14 per cent of the adults in
the homes of developmental readers, and 40 per cent of the
adults in the homes of corrective readers.
Thirteen or 48 per cent of the adults in the homes
of remedial readers frequently read the obituaries as com
pared to 30 per cent of the adults in the homes of devel
opmental readers, and 53 per cent of the adults in the
homes of corrective readers. It appeared that all adults
involved in this study were concerned about keeping up with
all current news.
Summary of preferences in the sections of the news
paper by the adults in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers.—As previously noted, all 107
adults involved in this study preferred the news sections
88
of the newspaper. A larger percentage of adults in the
homes of developmental readers preferred the editorial pages
than those in the homes of corrective and remedial readers.
A larger percentage of adults in the homes of remedial
readers preferred the sports section than those in the
homes of developmental and corrective readers. A larger
percentage of adults in the homes of corrective readers pre
ferred the comics and society sections than those in the
homes of developmental and remedial homes. A larger per
centage of adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred
the amusement section than those in the homes of developmen
tal and corrective readers. A greater percentage of adults
in the homes of corrective readers preferred the advertise
ments than did those in the homes of developmental and re
medial readers. More adults in the homes of remedial
readers read the classified ads more frequently than those
in the homes of developmental and corrective readers. A
larger percentage of adults in the homes of corrective
readers preferred the obituary section than those in the
homes of developmental and remedial readers.
Comparison of sections of the newspapers
preferred by the pupils who were devel
opmental, corrective and remedial
readers
89
Table 29 indicated that many of the developmental,
corrective and remedial readers involved in this study fre
quently read various sections of the newspaper. This im
plied that many of them saw the need of reading many of the
sections that this medium had to offer, either for informa
tion or personal enjoyment.
TABLE 29
AN ANALYSIS OF SECTIONS OF THE NEWSPAPERS
PREFFERED BY PUPILS WHO WERE DEVELOP
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It may be noted in Table 29 that 3 or 20 per cent
of the remedial readers preferred the news sections as com
pared to 68 per cent of developmental readers, and 39 per
cent of corrective readers. There were no remedial readers
preferring the editorial pages as compared to 26 per cent
of developmental readers, and 25 per cent of corrective
readers.
Two or 13 per cent of remedial readers preferred
the sports section as compared to 47 per cent of develop
mental readers, and 39 per cent of corrective readers.
Like developmental and corrective readers, all remedial
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readers preferred the comic section.
Seven or 47 per cent of remedial readers preferred
the women's and society section as compared to 53 per cent
of developmental readers, and 82 per cent of corrective
readers. Twelve or 80 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred the amusement sections as compared to 79 per cent of
developmental readers, and 68 per cent of corrective read
ers.
Eleven or 73 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred the advertisements as compared to 42 per cent of de
velopmental readers, and 46 per cent of corrective readers.
Summary of preferences in the sections of the news
paper by the pupils who were developmental, corrective and
remedial readers.—Many pupils involved in this study fre
quently read many sections of the newspaper. All develop
mental, corrective and remedial readers preferred the comic
section. More developmental pupils preferred the news,
editorial and sports sections than did the corrective and
remedial readers. More corrective readers read the society
section than did the developmental and remedial readers.
More remedial readers preferred the amusement sections than
the developmental and corrective readers.
92
Comparison of sections of the newspaper
preferred by the older siblings in the
homes of developmental, corrective and
remedial readers
It may be noted in Table 30 that many of the older
siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers frequently read all sections of the news
paper. This suggested that the older children in the homes
had a desire or need to keep up with current happenings in
all sections of the newspaper.
TABLE 30
AN ANALYSIS OF SECTIONS OF THE NEWSPAPER
PREFERRED BY OLDER SIBLINGS IN THE
HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL, CORREC
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Total 23 100 22 100 17 100













































































































Table 30 revealed that 11 or 65 per cent of the
older siblings in the homes of remedial readers preferred
the news sections as compared to 91 per cent of those in
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the homes of developmental readers, and 77 per cent of
those in the homes of corrective readers. Nine or 53 per
cent of the older siblings in the homes of remedial readers
preferred the editorial section as compared to 74 per cent
of those in the homes of developmental readers, and 59 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Fourteen or 82 per cent of the older siblings in
the homes of remedial readers preferred the sports section
as compared to 65 per cent of those in the homes of devel
opmental readers, and 55 per cent of those in the homes of
corrective readers. Fifteen or 88 per cent of the older
siblings in the homes of remedial readers preferred the
comics as compared to 83 per cent of those in the homes of
developmental readers, and 95 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers.
Eleven or 65 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers frequently read the society sec
tion as compared to 61 per cent of those in the homes of
developmental readers, and 68 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers. Fifteen or 88 per cent of the
older siblings in the homes of remedial readers read the
amusement section as compared to 70 per cent of those in
the homes of developmental readers, and 82 per cent of
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those in the homes of corrective readers.
Thirteen or 76 per cent of older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers read the advertisements as com
pared to 78 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 68 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers. Nine or 53 per cent of the older siblings in
the homes of remedial readers read the classified ads as
compared to 52 per cent of developmental readers, and 73 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Four or 24 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers read the obituary section as com
pared to 30 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 14 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Summary of preferences in sections of the newspaper
by older siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers.—Many of the sixty-two older siblings
involved in this study had preferences among many sections
of the newspaper. It may be noted that more older siblings
in the homes of developmental readers preferred the news,
editorial, advertisement and obituary sections than those
in the homes of corrective and remedial readers. More
older siblings in the homes of corrective readers read more
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frequently the comic, society and classified ads sections.
A larger percentage of older siblings in the homes of re
medial readers preferred the sports sections of the news
paper than those in the homes of developmental and correc
tive readers.
Comparison of types of magazines pre
ferred by the adults in the homes of
developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers
It may be noted in Table 31 that the 107 adults in
volved in this study preferred various types of magazines
to read. This implied that varying interests prevailed '
among the adults in magazine reading.
Table 31 indicated that 10 or 37 per cent of the
adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred news mag
azines as compared to 62 per cent of those in the homes of
developmental readers, and 62 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers. Like the adults in the homes
of developmental and corrective readers, all adults in the
homes of remedial readers preferred pictorial news maga
zines .
Sixteen or 59 per cent of the adults in the homes
of remedial readers preferred home magazines as compared to
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and 72 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers
Six or 22 per cent of the adults in the homes of remedial
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readers read children's magazines as compared to 24 percent
of those in the homes of developmental readers, and 07 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers. Five or
19 per cent of the adults in the homes of remedial readers
preferred romance magazines as compared to 08 per cent of
those in the homes of corrective readers. Seven or 26 per
cent of the adults in the homes of remedial readers read
comic magazines as compared to 05 per cent of those in the
homes of developmental readers, and 21 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers.
Summary of the types of magazines preferred by the
adults in the homes of developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers.—As previously noted, all 107 involved in this
study preferred pictorial news magazines. A larger percent
age of adults in the homes of developmental and corrective
readers preferred news magazines than those in the homes of
remedial readers. A larger percentage of adults in the
homes of corrective readers preferred home and romance mag
azines than those in the homes of developmental and remedial
readers. A larger percentage of adults in the homes of re
medial readers read comic magazines than those in the homes
of developmental and corrective readers. More adults in
the homes of developmental readers read the children's
99
magazines than those in the homes of corrective and remedial
readers.
Comparison of types of magazines pre
ferred by pupils who were developmen
tal, corrective and remedial readers
Table 32 revealed that many of the sixty-two pupils
involved in this study preferred various types of magazines.
This implies that many of the pupils had an interest in dif
ferent kinds of magazines.
TABLE 32
TYPES OF MAGAZINES PREFERRED BY PUPILS
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Table 32 revealed that there were no remedial read
ers preferring news magazines as compared to 37 per cent of
the developmental readers, and 32 per cent of corrective
readers. Eight or 53 per cent of remedial readers preferred
pictorial news magazines as compared to 100 per cent of de
velopmental readers, and 82 per cent of corrective readers.
Three or 20 per cent of remedial readers preferred
home magazines as compared to 58 per cent of developmental
readers, and 54 per cent of corrective readers. Eleven or
77 per cent of remedial readers preferred children's maga
zines as compared to 100 per cent of developmental and
101
corrective readers.
One or 07 per cent of remedial readers preferred
romance magazines as compared to 11 per cent of developmen
tal readers, and 21 per cent of corrective readers. All
15 or 100 per cent of remedial readers preferred comic mag
azines as compared to 7 9 per cent of developmental readers,
and 100 per cent of corrective readers.
Summary of types of magazines preferred by pupils
who were developmental, corrective and remedial readers.—
As initially noted, many of the pupils involved in this
study frequently read various types of magazines. A larger
percentage of developmental readers preferred the news type
magazines than did the corrective and remedial readers.
More developmental readers frequently read the home maga
zines than did the corrective and remedial readers. All
developmental and corrective readers frequently read the
children's magazine. All corrective and remedial readers
preferred the comic magazines. More developmental readers
preferred the more informative type magazines than did the
corrective and remedial readers.
Comparison of types of magazines pre
ferred by older siblings in the homes
of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers
102
It may be noted in Table 33 that all sixty-two older
siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective and
TABLE 33
TYPES OF MAGAZINES PREFERRED BY OLDER SIBLINGS
























































































































































remedial readers involved in this study preferred pictorial
news magazines. Many of the older siblings frequently read
other types of magazines. This implied that many of them
saw the need of reading many kinds of magazines.
Table 33 reveals that 9 or 53 per cent of older sib
lings in the homes of remedial readers preferred news maga
zines as compared to 91 per cent of those in the homes of
developmental readers, and 68 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers; all older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers, like those in the homes of de
velopmental and corrective readers, preferred pictorial
news magazines.
Eleven or 65 per cent of older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred home magazines as com
pared to 78 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 59 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers. Twelve or 71 per cent of older siblings in
the homes of remedial readers frequently read children's
magazines as compared to 83 per cent of those in the homes
of developmental readers, and 55 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers.
Seven or 41 per cent of older siblings in the homes
of remedial readers preferred romance magazines as compared
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to 70 per cent of those in the homes of developmental read
ers, and 86 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers. Thirteen or 76 per cent of older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred comic magazines as com
pared to 61 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 77 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Summary of types of magazines preferred by older
siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers.—As previously noted, all sixty-two older
siblings involved in this study preferred pictorial news
magazines. A larger percentage of older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers preferred news, home, and
children's magazines than those in the homes of corrective
and remedial readers. A larger percentage of older siblings
in the homes of corrective readers preferred romance and
comic magazines than those in the homes of developmental
and remedial readers. More older siblings in the homes of
developmental readers preferred the more informative type
magazines than those in the homes of corrective and reme
dial readers.
Comparison of types of books preferred
by adults in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
105
Table 34 indicated that the adults in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial readers involved in
this study possessed varying interests in the books they
read.
As indicated in Table 34, there were 10 or 37 per
cent of the adults in the homes of remedial readers who pre
ferred mystery books as compared to 22 per cent of those in
the homes of developmental readers, and 33 per cent of those
in the homes of corrective readers. Nine or 33 per cent of
the adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred ad
venture books as compared to 19 per cent of those in the
homes of developmental readers, and 44 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers. Eight or 30 per cent of
the adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred sci
ence fiction as compared to 08 per cent of those in the
homes of developmental readers, and 26 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers.
Nineteen or 70 per cent of the adults in the homes
of remedial readers preferred romance stories as compared
to 38 per cent of those in the homes of developmental read
ers, and 60 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers.
Two or 07 per cent of the adults in the homes of
106
TABLE 34
TYPES OF BOOKS PREFERRED BY ADULTS IN THE















































































































































































remedial readers preferred romance stories as compared to
38 per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
and 60 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Two or 07 per cent of the adults in the homes of re
medial readers preferred books of fine arts as compared to
25 per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
and 16 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Four or 19 per cent of the adults in the homes of
remedial readers preferred books of special interest as com
pared to 30 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 40 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers. Three or 11 per cent of the adults in the
homes of remedial readers preferred biography books as com
pared to 25 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 23 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Summary of types of books preferred by adults in
the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial readers.
—The 107 adults involved in this study revealed a wide in
terest range in the books they preferred reading. A larger
percentage of adults in the homes of remedial readers pre
ferred books of mystery, romance, and science fiction than
did those in the homes of developmental and corrective
108
readers. More adults in the homes of corrective readers
preferred books of adventure and the content areas than
those in the homes of developmental and remedial readers.
More adults in the homes of developmental readers preferred
books of fine arts and biography than did the adults in the
homes of corrective and remedial readers.
Comparison of types of books pre
ferred by pupils who were devel
opmental, corrective and remedial
readers
Many of the sixty-two pupils involved in this study
had an interest in many types of books. This suggested
that through their reading of books they had acquired var
ious interests in this medium.
Table 35 indicated that 13 or 87 per cent of the
remedial readers preferred mystery books as compared to 84
per cent of developmental readers, and 75 per cent of cor
rective readers. All 15 or 100 per cent of remedial read
ers preferred books of adventure as compared to 74 per cent
of developmental readers, and 93 per cent of corrective
readers. Nine or 60 per cent of remedial readers preferred
books of science fiction as compared to 47 per cent of de
velopmental readers, and 61 per cent of corrective readers.
Four or 27 per cent of remedial readers preferred
109
TABLE 35
















































































































































































books of romance as compared to 53 per cent of developmen
tal readers, and 46 per cent of corrective readers.
Three or 20 per cent of remedial readers preferred
fine arts books as compared to 26 per cent of developmental
readers, and 07 per cent of corrective readers.
Seven or 47 per cent of remedial readers preferred
books of special interest as compared to 89 per cent of de
velopmental readers, and 68 per cent of corrective readers,
and 2 or 13 per cent of remedial readers preferred bio
graphy books as compared to 16 per cent of developmental
readers, and 07 per cent of corrective readers.
Summary of types of books preferred by pupils who
were developmental, corrective and remedial readers.—As
initially noted, a larger percentage of remedial readers
preferred mystery and advanture books than did the develop
mental and corrective readers. A larger percentage of cor
rective readers preferred science fiction books than did
the developmental and remedial readers. More developmental
readers preferred romance, fine arts, content areas and
biography books than did the corrective and remedial read
ers. More developmental readers showed more interest in a
wider variety of books than the corrective and remedial
readers.
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Comparison of types of books preferred
by older siblings in the homes of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial
readers
Table 36 indicated that a large percentage of the
older siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers preferred a variety of types of books.
This suggested that many of the older children in the homes
enjoyed various types of books for their leisure time read
ing.
Table 36 indicated that 13 or 76 per cent of the
older siblings in the homes of remedial readers preferred
books of mystery as compared to 83 per cent of those in the
homes of developmental readers, and 50 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers. Nine or 53 per cent of
older siblings in the homes of remedial readers preferred
books of adventure as compared to 48 per cent of those in
the homes of developmental readers, and 36 per cent of those
in the homes of corrective readers. Nine or 53 per cent of
older siblings in the homes of remedial readers preferred
science fiction as compared to 52 per cent of those in the
homes of developmental readers, and 45 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers.
Eleven or 65 per cent of older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred books of romance as
112
TABLE 36
TYPES OF BOOKS PREFERRED BY OLDER SIBLINGS IN

















































































































































































compared to 57 per cent of those in the homes of developmen
tal readers, and 68 per cent of those in the homes of cor
rective readers.
Two or 12 per cent of older siblings in the homes of
remedial readers preferred books of fine arts as compared to
22 per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
and 14 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Five or 29 per cent of older siblings in the homes
of remedial readers preferred books in the content areas as
compared to 78 per cent of those in the homes of developmen
tal readers, and 36 per cent of those in the homes of cor
rective readers; and 4 or 24 per cent of the older siblings
in the homes of remedial readers preferred biography books
as compared to 65 per cent of those in the homes of devel
opmental readers, and 32 per cent of those in the homes of
corrective readers.
Summary of types of books preferred by older sib
lings in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.—As previously noted, a larger percentage of older
siblings in the homes of developmental readers preferred
books of mystery, fine arts, content areas and biography
than did those in the homes of corrective and remedial read
ers. A larger percentage of older siblings in the homes of
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corrective readers preferred books of romance than did
those in the homes of developmental and remedial readers.
A larger percentage of older siblings in the homes of re
medial readers preferred books of adventure, science fic
tion than did those in the homes of developmental and cor
rective readers. More older siblings in the homes of de
velopmental readers preferred non-fiction books than did
those in the homes of corrective and remedial readers.
Non-Printed Media
Tabular data within this section will reveal, by
means of frequency and percentage, a comparison of prefer
ences in the types of radio and television programs by the
adults, the pupils, and the older siblings in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial readers.
Comparison of types of radio programs
preferred by adults in the homes of
developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers
A large percentage of the adults involved in this
study expressed various preferences among many types of
radio programs. This suggests that there existed a need or
a desire among the adults to listen to many kinds of radio
programs.
Table 37 revealed that 18 or 67 per cent of the
115
adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred musical
programs as compared to 29 per cent of those in the homes
of developmental readers, and 67 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers. Nine or 33 per cent of the
adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred variety
programs as compared to 46 per cent of those in the homes
of developmental readers, and 28 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers.
TABLE 37
TYPES OF RADIO PROGRAMS PREFERRED BY ADULTS
IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL, CORRECTIVE
AND REMEDIAL READERS
Developmental Corrective Remedial
_ Homes Homes Homes
Type ~~~~~~——^
Num.- Per Num.- Per Num- Per


























































































































































































Like the adults in the homes of developmental and
corrective readers, all adults in the homes of remedial
readers preferred the news broadcasts. Seven or 26 per
cent of the adults in the homes of remedial readers pre
ferred documentary programs as compared to 35 per cent of
those in the homes of developmental readers, and 56 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
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Twenty-two or 81 per cent of the adults in the
homes of remedial readers preferred sports broadcasts as
compared to 71 per cent of those in the homes of develop
mental readers, and 81 per cent of those in the homes of
corrective readers.
There were no adults in the homes of remedial read
ers preferring programs of drama as compared to 24 per cent
of those in the homes of developmental readers, and 12 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers. Five or
19 per cent of the adults in the homes of remedial readers
preferred daytime serials as compared to 32 per cent of
those in the homes of developmental readers, and 21 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Nineteen or 70 per cent of the adults in the homes
of remedial readers preferred religious programs as compar
ed to 57 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 88 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Summary of types of programs preferred by adults in
the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial read
ers.—As previously noted, all 107 adults involved in this
study preferred the news broadcasts on radio. A larger per
centage of adults in the homes of developmental readers
118
preferred drama, daytime serials and variety programs than
did those in the homes of corrective and remedial readers.
A larger percentage of adults in the homes of corrective
readers preferred religious and documentary programs than
did those in the homes of developmental and remedial read
ers. A larger percentage of adults in the homes of correc
tive and remedial readers preferred musical programs and
sports broadcasts than did those in the homes of developmen
tal readers.
Comparison of types of radio programs
preferred by pupils who were develop
mental, corrective and remedial
readers
Table 38 indicated that all developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers preferred musical programs. Many
of the pupils preferred other types of radio programs.
This implied that in addition to music, many of the pupils
saw the need or had a desire to listen to various types of
radio programs.
Table 38 revealed that all remedial readers pre
ferred musical programs as did all developmental and correc
tive readers. Three or 20 per cent of the remedial readers
preferred variety programs as compared to 37 per cent of
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Ten or 67 per cent of the remedial readers preferred
the newscasts as compared to 68 per cent of the developmental
120
readers, and 61 per cent of the corrective readers.
Eight or 53 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred sports broadcasts as compared to 42 per cent of the
developmental readers, and 43 per cent of the corrective
readers.
There were no remedial readers preferring daytime
serials as compared to 16 per cent of the developmental
readers, and 25 per cent of the corrective readers.
Six or 40 per cent of the remedial readers preferred
religious programs as compared to 37 per cent of the devel
opmental readers, and 32 per cent of the corrective readers.
Summary of types of radio programs preferred by-
pupils who were developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.—As initially noted, all sixty-two developmental,
corrective and remedial readers involved in this study pre
ferred musical programs. A larger percentage of develop
mental readers preferred newscasts and variety programs
than did the corrective and remedial readers. A larger
percentage of corrective readers preferred daytime serials
than did the developmental and remedial readers. A larger
percentage of remedial readers preferred religious and
sports programs than did the developmental and corrective
readers.
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Comparison of types of radio programs
preferred by older siblings in the
homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers
It may be noted in Table 39 that all older siblings
in the homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers preferred the musical programs. There were prefer
ences of other types of radio programs among many of the
older siblings in these homes. This suggests that many of
them had a need or desire for various types of programs
rendered by this medium.
TABLE 39
TYPES OP RADIO PROGRAMS PREFERRED BY OLDER
SIBLINGS IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL,

























































































































































































































Table 39 indicated that all older siblings in all
three groups preferred musical programs. Four or 24 per
cent of the older siblings in the homes of remedial readers
preferred variety programs as compared to 26 per cent of
those in the homes of developmental readers, and 14 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Fifteen or 88 per cent of the older siblings in the
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homes of remedial readers preferred sports broadcasts as
compared to 78 per cent of those in the homes of develop
mental readers, and 59 per cent of those in the homes of
corrective readers.
Nine or 53 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred newscasts as compared
to 70 per cent of those in the homes of developmental read
ers, and 64 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers. There were no older siblings in the homes of re
medial readers preferring documentary programs as compared
to 09 per cent of those in the homes of developmental read
ers, and none in the homes of corrective readers.
There were no older siblings in the homes of reme
dial readers preferring programs of drama as compared to
17 per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
and 05 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Four or 24 per cent of the older siblings in the homes of
remedial readers preferred daytime serials as compared to
none in the homes of developmental readers, and 09 per cent
of those in the homes of corrective readers.
There were no older siblings in the homes of reme
dial readers preferring religious programs as compared to
17 per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
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Summary of types of radio programs preferred by the
older siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers.—It has been previously noted that
all sixty-two older siblings in the homes of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers involved in this study pre
ferred to listen to musical programs. A larger percentage
of older siblings in the homes of developmental readers
preferred news broadcasts, drama, variety and documentary
programs than did those in the homes of corrective and re
medial readers. A larger percentage of older siblings in
the homes of corrective readers preferred religious pro
grams than did those in the homes of developmental and re
medial readers. A larger percentage of older siblings in
the homes of remedial readers preferred sports broadcasts
and daytime serials than did those in the homes of develop
mental and corrective readers. More older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers preferred a wider variety of
radio programs than did those in the homes of corrective
and remedial readers.
Comparison of types of television programs
preferred by the adults in the homes of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers
Table 40 revealed that the adults in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial readers preferred
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many types of television programs. This implies that for
various reasons the adults were interested in many types of
programs presented through this medium.
TABLE 40
TYPES OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS PREFERRED BY
ADULTS IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOPMENTAL,
CORRECTIVE AND REMEDIAL READERS
Developmental Corrective Remedial
HomesHomes Homes








































































































































































































































Table 40 revealed that 16 or 59 per cent of the
adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred musical
programs as compared to 49 per cent of those in the homes
of developmental readers, and 63 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers. Twenty-three or 85 per cent
of the adults in the homes of remedial readers preferred
variety programs as compared to 84 per cent of those in the
homes of developmental readers, and 100 per cent of those
in the homes of corrective readers.
All adults in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers preferred the news telecasts.
Nineteen or 70 per cent of the adults in the homes
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of remedial readers preferred sports telecasts as compared
to 65 per cent of those in the homes of developmental read
ers, and 88 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers.
Eight or 30 per cent of the adults in the homes of
remedial readers preferred quiz programs as compared to 46
per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
and 49 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Twenty-one or 78 per cent of the adults in the homes
of remedial readers preferred programs of drama as compared
to 89 per cent of those in the homes of developmental read
ers, and 95 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers. Nine or 33 per cent of the adults in the homes of
remedial readers preferred daytime serials as compared to
38 per cent of those in the homes of developmental readers,
and 28 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
Eleven or 41 per cent of the adults in the homes of
remedial readers preferred cartoons as compared to 19 per
cent of those in the homes of developmental readers, and
37 per cent of those in the homes of corrective readers.
All adults in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers preferred the television specials.
Summarv of types of television programs preferred
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by the adults in the homes of developmental, corrective and
remedial readers.—As previously noted, all 107 adults in
volved in this study preferred news telecasts and television
specials. A larger percentage of the adults in the homes of
developmental readers preferred daytime serials than did
those in the homes of corrective and remedial readers. A
larger percentage of adults in the homes of corrective read
ers preferred musical, sports, quiz, drama and variety pro
grams than did those in the homes of developmental and re
medial readers. A larger percentage of adults in the homes
of remedial readers preferred cartoons than did those in the
homes of developmental and corrective readers. More adults
in the homes of corrective readers preferred a wider variety
of television programs than the adults in the homes of de
velopmental and remedial readers.
Comparison of types of television programs
preferred by pupils who were developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
Table 41 indicated that many of the pupils involved
in this study, showed preferences in many types of television
programs. This suggests that an interest prevailed among
these pupils in many of the television programs.
Seven or 47 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred musical programs as compared to 58 per cent of the
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developmental readers, and 54 per cent of the corrective
readers. Thirteen or 87 per cent of the remedial readers
preferred the variety programs as compared to 84 per cent
of the developmental readers, and 86 per cent of the correc
tive readers.
TABLE 41
TYPES OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS PREFERRED BY
PUPILS WHO WERE DEVELOPMENTAL,













































































































































































































































Eight or 53 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred the newscasts as compared to 42 per cent of the de
velopmental readers, and 36 per cent of the corrective
readers.
Eleven or 73 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred the sports telecasts as compared to 47 per cent of
the developmental readers, and 61 per cent of the corrective
readers.
Six or 40 per cent of the remedial readers preferred
quiz programs as compared to 68 per cent of the developmental
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readers, and 75 per cent of the corrective readers.
Eleven or 73 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred programs of drama as compared to 79 per cent of the
developmental readers, and 82 per cent of the corrective
readers. Five or 33 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred daytime serials as compared to 58 per cent of the
developmental readers, and 46 per cent of the corrective
readers.
All sixty-two pupils involved in this study pre
ferred the cartoons.
Eight or 53 per cent of the remedial readers pre
ferred the television specials as compared to 74 per cent
of the developmental readers, and 39 per cent of the cor
rective readers.
Summary of types of television programs preferred by
pupils who were developmental, corrective and remedial read
ers.—All sixty-two developmental, corrective and remedial
readers involved in this study preferred viewing cartoons.
A larger percentage of developmental readers preferred mu
sical, daytime serials and television specials than did the
corrective and remedial readers. A larger percentage of
corrective readers preferred quiz, drama and variety pro
grams than did the developmental and remedial readers. A
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larger percentage of remedial readers preferred sports and
news telecasts than the pupils who were developmental and
corrective readers.
Comparison of types of television programs
preferred by older siblings in the homes
of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers
Table 42 indicated that a large percentage of older
siblings in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers had preferences in many of the types of
television programs. This implies that many of the older
children in the homes had an interest in various types of
television programs.
TABLE 42
TYPES OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS PREFERRED BY
OLDER SIBLINGS IN THE HOMES OF DEVELOP
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Eight or 47 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred musical programs as
compared to 65 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
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readers, and 77 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers. All older siblings involved in this study pre
ferred the variety programs.
Eleven or 65 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred news telecasts as com
pared to 91 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 77 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers.
Eleven or 65 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred sports telecasts as com
pared to 57 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 41 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Seven or 41 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred quiz programs as com
pared to 48 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 32 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Thirteen or 76 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred programs of drama as
compared to 78 per cent of those in the homes of developmen
tal readers, and 68 per cent of those in the homes of cor
rective readers. Twelve or 71 per cent of the older siblings
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in the homes of remedial readers preferred daytime serials
as compared to 43 per cent of those in the homes of develop
mental readers, and 64 per cent of those in the homes of
corrective readers.
Thirteen or 76 per cent of the older siblings in
the homes of remedial readers preferred cartoons as compar
ed to 43 per cent of those in the homes of developmental
readers, and 32 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers.
Nine or 53 per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred television specials as
compared to 83 per cent of those in the homes of developmen
tal readers, and 73 per cent of those in the homes of cor
rective readers.
Summary of types of television programs preferred
by the older siblings in the homes of developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers.—It has been noted that all
sixty-two older siblings involved in this study preferred
viewing variety type programs. A larger percentage of
older siblings in the homes of developmental readers pre
ferred quiz, drama, news telecasts and television specials
than did those in the homes of corrective and remedial read
ers. A larger percentage of older siblings in the homes of
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corrective readers preferred the musical type programs than
the older siblings in the homes of developmental and reme
dial readers. A larger percentage of older siblings in the
homes of remedial readers preferred viewing sports, daytime
serials and cartoons than those in the homes of developmen
tal and corrective readers. More older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers preferred a wider variety of






Reading habits in the lives of children outside the
school is of great concern to educators and laymen. Of
great concern would be the availability of reading materi
als in the home, and the influence that television viewing
and radio listening would have on not only the child's read
ing habits but those of the entire family.
With proper guidance and the availability of ade
quate reading materials in the home, reading habits can be
formulated and strengthened that will add many enriching ex
periences for the child, which in turn will broaden his
reading achievement.
Reading habits, interests, activities and, conse
quently, reading abilities are greatly influenced by the at
titude of the home toward reading. Children are great imita
tors. When parents and other family members are seen read
ing, the child will also join in, in leisure reading.
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Radio listening and television viewing may or may
not lessen the amount of reading done in the home. This
would depend upon the types of programs the family views or
listens to and the amount of time spent viewing or listening
as a leisure time activity. Even though radio and television
are current means of family recreation, studies have shown a
constant increase in the number of books being sold and the
number that are being checked out from libraries. Careful
selection of radio and television programs can do much in
motivating the child to do further reading to broaden his
knowledge about what he has seen or heard.
Newspapers, magazines, books, radio and television
are the instruments of communication by which today's chil
dren live and learn to grow. For parents and educators the
task is to see the place of each and all of them in the
children's lives and make the greatest use of them for the
children's benefit.
Parents should be alert to all that goes on in their
children's world, ready to offer a book that further ex
plains something seen, or to direct attention to a tele
vision or radio program that amplifies a book just read.
One experience leads to another, and each enriches the whole.
Parents set the stage for the formulation of the
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reading habits in the home. They should be so concerned
about the child's reading achievement, that they will not
hesitate to engage in enriching leisure time experiences
with the child which will enhance his achievement in school,
The writer felt that many families provided ade
quate reading materials in the home without providing an
adequate atmosphere for sharing and enjoying them. As a
teacher, the writer's concern fostered an interest in find
ing out what printed and non-printed media were available,
and the extent of their use in the homes of the pupils she
worked with.
An investigation of this nature should be of value
to the educational enterprise by contributing additional
information and insight into the importance of parents
taking an active part in the reading activities of their
children. This investigation would be valuable to adminis
trators, teachers and parents interested in the reading
habits in the home that have direct bearing on the reading
achievement of the child.
Recapitulation of Research Design
of Study
The problem involved in this study was twofold: (1)
to determine if the patterns of reading, television viewing
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and radio listening were the same or different among fam
ilies of developmental, corrective and remedial readers,
and (2) to determine if the patterns of reading, television
viewing and radio listening were the same or different among
the pupils who were developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.
The main objective of this study was to investigate
the stated problem through the achievement of the following
purposes:
1. To determine the availability and/or ownership
of the following printed and non-printed media in
the homes of developmental, corrective and reme
dial readers:
a. Newspapers, magazines and books
b. Radios and television sets
2. To determine time spent using printed and non-
printed media in the homes of developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers by the pupils,
adults, and older siblings in the homes. More
specifically, to compare time spent per day using:
a. Newspapers, magazines and books
b. Radio and television
3. To determine types of reading materials chosen
in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers by the pupils, adults, and older
siblings in the homes.
4. To determine the types of radio and television
programs listened to and viewed in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial readers by
the pupils, adults, and older siblings in the
homes.
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The subjects involved in this study were sixty-two
families of a selected group of sixth and seventh grade
pupils located in one elementary school community in Atlanta,
Georgia. Among the families of the sixty-two selected sixth
and seventh grade pupils, there were 107 adults and sixty-
two older siblings.
This investigation was limited in that the partic
ipants were located in only one school community in Atlanta,
Georgia. The pupils selected were the total sixth and
seventh grade pupil population of one school with intelli
gence quotients of ninety and above. This number comprised
of sixty-two of 200 sixth and seventh graders. Each adult
and older sibling in the families of these pupils were
asked to respond to a specially designed questionnaire.
Each pupil filled out a similar questionnaire.
As indicated in the above explanation, the descrip
tive survey method of research, utilizing a specifically
designed questionnaire, was employed to secure data for
this study. The data gathered were analyzed and interpreted
by means of frequency and percentage.
Summary of Related Literature
The statements which follow are intended to repre
sent a summation of the literature reviewed and found to be
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pertinent to this study.
1. The parents set the example for the child, not
only because the child is basically imitative,
but because as the child develops he is apt to
view his father and mother as people whose ex
ample is worthy of emulation.
2. Certain work habits learned in the home, and
certain attitudes toward work and responsibility
contribute to success in reading in school.
3. The parents are a model to the child in the way
they obtain information and entertainment. If
they read books, magazines and newspapers with
apparent enjoyment, and with a desire occasional
ly to share their findings in discussion or read
ing aloud, the child knows that these are among
the rewards of growing up.
4. The reading behavior of the child is greatly in
fluenced by such factors as income, cultural in
terests, education and family stability. Such
factors will determine the quantity and quality
of reading materials available as well as the
reading habits of the family.^
5. Parents should show appreciation of the child's
efforts and improvement in reading.
6. Careful selection of radio and television pro
grams can go far in motivating the child to do
additional reading that will give further in
sight into what he has heard or seen.
7. Many studies have revealed that despite the
1Ziller, op_. cit., p. 583.
2
Della-Piana, Stahman and Mien, op_. cit., p. 194.
Ziller, op_. cit.
4Robinson, Weintraub and Hostetter, op_. cit., p. 331,
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amount of time spent in non-printed media, there
is an increase in the number of books being sold
and the number being checked out from libraries.
8. Some investigators have suggested that excessive
televiewing is associated with lower achieve
ment .2
9. The interview and questionnaire have probably
been used more than any other means to determine
environmental influences which relate to the de
velopment of abilities.
Findings
The findings of this research are presented in ac
cordance with the purposes of this study.
Availability and/or ownership of printed
and non-printed media in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial
readers
1. One hundred per cent of families of developmen
tal, corrective and remedial readers made avail
able printed and non-printed media to their mem
bers.
2. Forty-two per cent of families of developmental
readers made available three or more newspapers
while only 39 per cent of families of corrective
readers, and 17 per cent of families of remedial
readers made three or more newspapers available.
One hundred per cent of families of developmen
tal, corrective and remedial readers subscribed
to at least one daily newspaper. Sixty-seven per
and Dechant, op_. cit., p. 97
2Ibid., p. 98.
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cent of families of developmental readers pur
chased additional newspapers, while only 36 per
cent of families of corrective readers, and 33
per cent of families of remedial readers purchas
ed additional newspapers.
One hundred per cent of families of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers subscribed to
some magazines. Only 42 per cent of families of
developmental readers purchased additional maga
zines while 65 per cent of families of corrective
readers, and 73 per cent of families of remedial
readers purchased additional magazines. Twenty-
one per cent of families of developmental readers
borrowed magazines while 18 per cent of families
of corrective readers, and 20 per cent of fam
ilies of remedial readers borrowed magazines.
One hundred per cent of families of developmen
tal, corrective and remedial readers made books
available in the home by means of purchases and
the school library. Forty-seven per cent of fam
ilies of developmental readers secured books
from book clubs, while only 29 per cent of fam
ilies of corrective readers and 27 per cent of
families of remedial readers received books from
book clubs. Fifty-three per cent of families of
developmental readers borrowed books from
friends while only 14 per cent of families of
corrective readers and 33 per cent of families
of remedial readers borrowed books from friends.
Sixty-three per cent of families of developmen
tal readers owned three or more radios in the
home, while fifty-three per cent of families of
corrective and remedial readers owned three or
more radios in the home. Fifty-three per cent
of families of developmental readers owned three
or more television sets, while 42 per cent of
families of corrective readers and 13 per cent
of families of remedial readers owned three or
more television sets.
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Time spent using printed and non-printed
media by members of the families of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial
readers
1. Forty-nine per cent of families of developmental
readers reported that they spent one or more
hours per day reading newspapers, while 26 per
cent of adults in the homes of corrective read
ers, and 30 per cent of the adults in the homes
of remedial readers reported having spent one or
more hours per day reading newspapers. Twenty-
one per cent of developmental readers reported
that they spent one to three hours per day read
ing newspapers while 11 per cent of corrective
readers reported having spent one to three hours
per day reading newspapers. One hundred per
cent of remedial readers reported having spent
less than an hour per day reading newspapers.
Thirty-nine per cent of older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers reported having
spent one to three hours per day reading news
papers while 23 per cent of older siblings in
the homes of corrective readers, and 24 per cent
of older siblings in the homes of remedial read
ers reported having spent one to three hours per
day reading newspapers.
2. Forty-three per cent of adults in the homes of
developmental readers reported that they spent
one or more hours per day reading magazines while
40 per cent of adults in the homes of corrective
readers and 25 per cent of adults in the homes of
remedial readers reported having spent one to
three hours per day reading magazines. Sixty-
three per cent of older siblings in the homes of
developmental readers reported having spent one
to three hours per day reading magazines while
32 per cent of older siblings in the homes of
corrective readers and 13 per cent of older sib
lings in the homes of remedial readers reported
having spent one to three hours per day reading
magazines. Thirty per cent of developmental
readers reported having spent one to three hours
per day reading magazines while 23 per cent of
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corrective readers and 35 per cent of remedial
readers reported having spent one to three hours
per day reading magazines.
3. Thirty-eight per cent of adults in the homes of
developmental readers reported that they spent
one or more hours per day reading books while 14
per cent of adults in the homes of corrective
readers and 07 per cent of adults in the homes of
remedial readers reported having spent one or
more hours per day reading books. Forty-eight
per cent of older siblings in the homes of de
velopmental readers reported having spent one or
more hours per day reading books while 32 per
cent of older siblings in the homes of correc
tive readers and 35 per cent of older siblings
in the homes of remedial readers reported having
spent one or more hours per day reading books.
Sixty-three per cent of developmental readers re
ported having spent one or more hours per day
reading books while 29 per cent of corrective
readers and 20 per cent of remedial readers re
ported having spent one or more hours per day
reading books.
4. Thirty-five per cent of adults in the homes of
developmental readers reported using the library
monthly or fairly often, while 21 per cent of
adults in the homes of corrective readers and
18 per cent of adults in the homes of remedial
readers reported using the library monthly or
fairly often. Fifty-seven per cent of older sib
lings in the homes of developmental readers re
ported using the library weekly or often while
37 per cent of older siblings in the homes of
corrective readers and 12 per cent of older sib
lings in the homes of remedial readers reported
using the library weekly or often. Fifty-eight
per cent of developmental readers reported using
the library weekly or often while 39 per cent of
corrective readers and 33 per cent of remedial
readers reported using the library weekly or
often.
5. Sixteen per cent of adults in the homes of devel
opmental readers reported having spent four or
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more hours per day listening to the radio, while
11 per cent of adults in the homes of corrective
readers and 34 per cent of adults in the homes
of remedial readers reported having spent four
or more hours per day listening to the radio.
Forty-four per cent of older siblings in the homes
of developmental readers reported having spent
four or more hours per day listening to the radio
while 32 per cent of older siblings in the homes
of corrective readers and 53 per cent of older
siblings in the homes of remedial readers report
ed having spent four or more hours per day listen-
ingto the radio. Five per cent of developmental
readers reported having spent four or more hours
per day listening to the radio while 11 per cent
of corrective readers and 47 per cent of remedial
readers reported having spent four or more hours
per day listening to the radio.
6. Twenty-four per cent of the adults in the homes
of developmental readers reported having spent
four or more hours per day televiewing while 19
per cent of adults in the homes of corrective
readers and 26 per cent of adults in the homes
of remedial readers reported having spent four
or more hours per day televiewing. Fifty-six
per cent of older siblings in the homes of de
velopmental readers reported having spent four
or more hours per day televiewing while 77 per
cent of older siblings in the homes of correc
tive readers and 82 per cent of older siblings
in the homes of remedial readers reported having
spent four or more hours per day televiewing.
Seventy-four per cent of the developmental read
ers reported having spent four or more hours per
day televiewing while 75 per cent of corrective
readers and 80 per cent of remedial readers re
ported having spent four or more hours teleview
ing.
Reading materials chosen by members
of the families of developmental,
corrective and remedial readers
1. One hundred per cent of the adults in the homes
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of developmental, corrective and remedial read
ers read the news sections of the newspapers.
Eighty-nine per cent of the adults in the homes
of developmental readers read the editorial sec
tion of the newspaper while 79 per cent of the
adults in the homes of corrective readers and 48
per cent of the adults in the homes of remedial
readers read the editorial section. Eighty-one
per cent of the adults in the homes of corrective
readers read the advertisement section while 56
per cent of adults in the homes of corrective
readers and 56 per cent of the adults in the
homes of remedial readers read the advertisement
section of the newspapers. Eighty-four per cent
of the adults in the homes of remedial readers
read sports sections while 70 per cent of adults
in the homes of developmental readers and 37 per
cent of the adults in the homes of corrective
readers read the sports section. Eighty-one per
cent of the adults in the homes of remedial
readers read the classified ads sections of the
newspapers while only 14 per cent of the adults
in the homes of developmental readers and 40 per
cent of the adults in the homes of corrective
readers read the classified ads sections of the
newspapers.
2. One hundred per cent of the developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers preferred the comic
section of the newspapers. Seventy-nine per
cent of developmental readers read the amusement
sections of the newspapers while 68 per cent of
the corrective readers and 80 per cent of the re
medial readers read the amusement sections of the
newspapers. Sixty-eight per cent of the develop
mental readers preferred the news sections of the
newspapers while only 39 per cent of corrective
readers and 20 per cent of the remedial readers
read the news sections of the newspapers.
3. Ninety-one per cent of the older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers said that they
read the news section of the newspapers while
77 per cent of the older siblings in the homes
of corrective readers and 65 per cent of the
older siblings in the homes of remedial readers
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said that they read the news sections. Seventy-
four per cent of the older siblings in the homes
of developmental readers preferred the editorial
section of the newspapers while 59 per cent of
those in the homes of corrective readers and 53
per cent of those in the homes of remedial read
ers read the editorial sections. Seventy-eight
per cent of older siblings in the homes of devel
opmental readers read the advertisement sections
of the newspapers while 68 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers and 76 per cent
of those in the homes of remedial readers read
the advertisement sections of the newspapers.
Ninety-five per cent of older siblings in the
homes of corrective readers preferred the comic
section while 83 per cent of those in the homes
of developmental readers and 88 per cent of those
in the homes of remedial readers read the comic
section. Eighty-eight per cent of older siblings
in the homes of remedial readers read the amuse
ment sections of the newspapers while 70 per cent
of those in the homes of developmental readers
and 82 per cent of those in the homes of correc
tive readers read the amusement section.
4. One hundred per cent of adults and older siblings
in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers indicated that they read the pic
torial news magazines. Sixty-two per cent of
adults and 91 per cent of older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers read the news
magazines while 62 per cent of adults and 68 per
cent of older siblings in the homes of corrective
readers, and 37 per cent of adults and 53 per
cent of older siblings in the homes of remedial
readers read news magazines. One hundred per
cent of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers preferred comic magazines. One hundred
per cent of developmental readers read pictorial
news magazines while only 82 per cent of correc
tive readers and 53 per cent of remedial readers
read pictorial news magazines.
5. The adults in the homes of developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers reported doing very
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little book reading. Fifty-seven per cent of
older siblings in the homes of developmental
readers reported reading books of romance while
68 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers and 65 per cent of those in the homes of
remedial readers read books of romance. Eighty-
three per cent of older siblings in the homes of
developmental readers read books of mystery while
50 per cent of those in the homes of corrective
and 76 per cent of those in the homes of remedial
readers read books of mystery. Fifty-two per
cent of older siblings in the homes of develop
mental readers read science fiction while 45 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective and 53
per cent of those in the homes of remedial read
ers read science fiction. Eighty-four per cent
of developmental readers read books of mystery
while 75 per cent of corrective readers and 87
per cent of remedial readers read books of
mystery. Seventy-four per cent of developmental
readers read adventure books while 93 per cent
of corrective and 100 per cent of remedial read
ers read adventure books.
Types of radio and television programs
preferred by members of the families of
developmental, corrective and remedial
readers
1. One hundred per cent of adults in the homes of
developmental, corrective and remedial readers
indicated that they listened to the news broad
casts. Seventy-one per cent of adults in the
homes of developmental readers listened to the
sports broadcasts while 81 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers and 81 per cent
of those in the homes of remedial readers lis
tened to the sports broadcasts. Fifty-seven per
cent of the adults in the homes of developmental
readers listened to religious programs while 88
per cent of those in the homes of corrective
readers and 70 per cent of those in the homes of
remedial readers listened to religious programs.
Only twenty-nine per cent of adults in the homes
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of developmental readers reported listening to
musical programs while 67 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective and remedial readers re
ported listening to musical programs.
One hundred per cent of older siblings and pupils
in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers reported listening to musical pro
grams. Seventy per cent of older siblings and
68 per cent of pupils in the homes of developmen
tal readers reported listening to the news while
64 per cent of older siblings and 61 per cent of
pupils in the homes of corrective readers, and
53 per cent of older siblings and 67 per cent of
pupils in the homes of remedial readers reported
listening to news broadcasts.
One hundred per cent of adults in the homes of de
velopmental, corrective and remedial readers re
ported televiewing news telecasts and television
specials. Eighty-nine per cent of adults in the
homes of developmental readers reported teleview
ing drama while 95 per cent of those in the homes
of corrective readers and 78 per cent of those in
the homes of remedial readers reported teleview
ing drama. Eighty-four per cent of adults in the
homes of developmental readers reported viewing
variety programs while 100 per cent of those in
the homes of corrective readers and 85 per cent
of those in the homes of remedial readers re
ported viewing variety programs. Sixty-five per
cent of adults in the homes of developmental
readers said that they liked viewing sports tele
casts while 88 per cent of those in the homes of
corrective readers and 70 per cent of those in
the homes of remedial readers said they liked
viewing sports telecasts.
One hundred per cent of older siblings in the
homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers reported viewing variety programs.
Seventy-eight per cent of older siblings in the
homes of developmental readers reported tele
viewing drama while 68 per cent of those in the
homes of corrective readers and 76 per cent of
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those in the homes of corrective readers and 76
per cent of those in the homes of remedial read
ers reported televiewing drama. Ninety-one per
cent of older siblings in the homes of develop
mental readers reported viewing news telecasts
while 77 per cent of those in the homes of cor
rective readers and 65 per cent of those in the
homes of remedial readers reported viewing news
telecasts. Eighty-three percent of older sib
lings in the homes of developmental readers re
ported viewing television specials while 73 per
cent of those in the homes of corrective readers
and 53 per cent of those in the homes of remedial
readers reported viewing television specials.
5. One hundred per cent of developmental, corrective
and remedial readers reported viewing cartoons.
Seventy-nine per cent of developmental readers
preferred televiewing drama while 82 per cent
corrective readers and 73 per cent remedial read
ers reported televiewing drama. Eighty-four per
cent of developmental readers reported viewing
variety programs while 86 per cent of corrective
readers and 87 per cent of remedial readers re
ported viewing variety programs. Seventy-four
per cent of developmental readers reported view
ing television specials while 39 per cent of cor
rective readers and 53 per cent of remedial read
ers reported viewing television specials.
Conclusions
The findings of this investigation, based upon an
analysis of data, seem to warrant the following conclusions.
1. There were printed and non-printed media avail
able in the homes of all developmental, correc
tive and remedial readers.
2. There were more printed and non-printed media
available in the homes of the developmental read
ers than in the homes of corrective and remedial
readers.
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3. There was a greater tendency among the families
of remedial readers to purchase magazines than
among families of developmental and corrective
readers.
4. More time was spent reading by members of the
families of developmental readers than was spent
by members of the families of corrective and re
medial readers.
5. Families of remedial readers spent more time
listening to the radio and televiewing than fam
ilies of developmental and corrective readers.
6. The adults in all homes of developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers preferred reading
newspapers and magazines to reading books.
7. More informative type reading materials were
read by older siblings and pupils in the homes of
developmental readers than by older siblings and
pupils in the homes of corrective and remedial
readers.
8. There was little difference in the types of read
ing materials chosen by the older siblings in the
homes of developmental, corrective and remedial
readers.
9. Pupils who were developmental, corrective and re
medial readers exhibited similar interests in
the types of reading materials preferred.
10. The adults in the homes of developmental, cor
rective and remedial readers evidenced similar
interests in radio and television programs.
11. There were similar interests in types of radio
and television programs among the older siblings
in the homes of developmental, corrective and re
medial readers.
12. Pupils who were developmental, corrective and re
medial readers possessed similar interests in
radio and television programming.
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13. Choices among types of books, radio and television
programs tended to be similar among pupils and
older siblings.
Implications
The implications resulting from the findings of
this study are as follows:
1. Since all homes made printed and non-printed
media available, it appears that the non-avail
ability of these media would not be operative as
a negative influence on the reading ability of
the pupils who were selected for this study.
2. The analysis of the data of this investigation
supports the implication that the reading habits
in the home by older members of the family tend
to be emulated by the younger children.
3. The types of reading materials made available by
older members of the family would determine, to
an extent, the types of reading materials chosen
by the younger children in the home.
4. That individuals within the same age range will
have similar interests in printed and non-printed
media regardless of their reading achievement and
educational level.
Recommendations
In accordance with the findings, conclusions, and
implications it seemed feasible to recommend:
1. That further research be conducted with pupils of
varying reading levels employing families from
disadvantaged communities and those from the more
affluent communities.
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2. That further research be conducted with regard
to rank order of preferences in printed and non-
printed media among pupils with similar reading
levels, but from different environments.
3. That teachers focus attention upon educational,
and/or informative media within the framework of
regular instructional procedures, and whenever
possible disseminate information concerning such









I am asking you,
to please help me complete a study by each of you filling
out the enclosed questionnaires. The information being re
quested in this questionnaire is for the purpose of com
pleting a thesis for the Master's Degree at Atlanta Univer
sity. All information will be regarded as confidential,
and your cooperation in this study will be of benefit to
the E. C. Clement Elementary School, as well as myself.
Please fill in the questionnaires immediately and
return them in the enclosed stamped envelope. You may be
assured of my sincere appreciation for your cooperation in
helping to make this study possible. I wish to also assure
you that the completed thesis resulting from this study
will be available in the Trevor Arnett Library, Atlanta
University, for those who might wish to examine the compos
ite information.
Very cordially and gratefully yours,
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AN INVESTIGATION OF HOW COMMUNICATION MEDIA ARE
USED BY SIXTH AND SEVENTH GRADE PUPILS AND
THEIR FAMILIES! A QUESTIONNAIRE
Guide Notation: Please answer all questions by checking or









































1. Do you read a newspaper regularly? Yes No
2. If yes, from what source(s) do you obtain your news
paper (s) ? Subscription Newsstand Drugstore
3. Which newspapers do you read?
Atlanta Constitution Atlanta Journal Atlanta Daily
World Atlanta Voice Atlanta Inquirer New York
Times Christian Science Monitor Afro-American
Pittsburgh Courier National Inquirer Other (Spec
ify) —


















5. Why do you read the newspaper?
Information: International National Local
Social Events Club News Business
News Relaxation Other (Specify)
6. How much time per day do you spend reading the newspaper?
Less than an hour One to three Hours Three or more
hours
Magazines
1. Do you read magazines? Yes No
2. If yes, from what source(s) do you obtain your magazines?
Subscription Newsstand Drugstore Friends
Other (Specify) ,
3. Which magazines do you read?
Life Look Time Newsweek Ebony Reader's
Digest Ladies' Home Journal McCalls Better
Homes and Gardens Saturday Evening Post Jet
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Tan Sepia Comic True Confession Red Book
Sport's Illustrated Highlights Jack and
Jill Children's Digest Boy's Life Child
Life American Girl Wee Wisdom Young Miss
My Weekly Reader Current Events Read Junior
Scholastic Other (Specify by giving the name of other
magazines or journals)_











5. Why do you read magazines?
Information Relaxation Other (Specify)
6. How much time per day do you read magazines?




1. Do you read books? Yes No
2. If yes, how many books did you read last month? How
many have you read in the last three months? How many
have you read in the last six months?











4. From what source(s) do you obtain your books? Book
Clubs Public Library School Library Book
store Department Store Newsstand Friends__
Other (Specify)
163
5. What reference books are in your home?
Encyclopedias Dictionaries World Almanac Year
books World Atlas Bible Other (Specify)
6. How much time per day do you spend reading books? Less
than an hour One to three hours Three or more
hours
Use of the Library
1. Do you use the public library? School library?
2. Do you have a library card? Yes No
3. How often do you use the public library? Weekly Twice
a month Monthly Less than twice a year Three
to ten times a year Never
4. Under what circumstances would you use your public li
brary more? —
Radio
1. How many radios are in your home?
2. When do you listen to the radio the most? Morning
Afternoon Evening
3. How much time per day do you listen to the radio?
Less than an hour One to three hours Three or
more hours
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4. What are your favorite types of radio programs?
Musical Religious Newscast Sports Drama_
Daytime Serials Comedy Variety Documentary_
Other (Specify)
5. What do you do while listening to the radio?
Just listen Dress Housework Eat Play games_
Read Homework Other (Specify)
Television
1. How many television sets are in your home?
2. When do you look at television most?
Morning Afternoon Evening
3. How much time per day do you look at television?
Less than an hour One to three hours Three or
more hours
4. What are your favorite types of television programs?
Musical Sports Quiz Western Drama Day
time Serials Newscast Variety Shows Cartoons
Comedy _ TV Specials Other (Specify)
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